
APRIL 2020

Dear valued MESIA members, 
Dear all,

In view of the current global situation related to the 
announced WHO Corona virus, MESIA shall be halting all 

physical activities until further notice. 

MESIA board and operations team trust your understanding 
and support to its decision. We will be providing necessary 
updates on MESIA activities and engagements in due time 

and as further information becomes available.

STAY WELL – STAY HOME
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The Saudi Arabia Renewable Energy Project 
Development Office (REPDO) has issued the list of 
all the pre-qualified bidders in round three of the 
Kingdom’s National Renewable Energy Program 

KSA: Lists 49 Pre-Qualified Bidders For 1.2 GW Solar Tender
24 March

UAE: Abu Dhabi’s 1.5GW Solar Project Bid Opening Delayed Due To 
COVID-19
15 March

The planned public opening of 
commercial tariffs for the planned 
1.5GW Al-Dhafra photovoltaic 
(PV) solar project has been 
postponed due to the precautions 
being undertaken for the corona 
virus covid-19. 

Read more.

KSA: New Regulation For Small-Scale Solar
10 March

Saudi Arabia has launched 
a long-awaited regulatory 
framework for addressing small-
scale solar distribution systems 
connected to the utility grid. The 
new framework is an evolution 
from the previously issued white 
paper (published in 2017), and is 
now set to provide a clear path 
to growing the Kingdom’s solar 
commercial and industrial (C&I) 
sector.

Read more.

Oman: Largest Solar PV Plant Reaches Financial Close
25 March

A consortium comprising ACWA 
Power, GIC and AEPC has 
achieved financial closure for a 
500 MW solar PV plant at Ibri in 
Oman. It is currently the largest 
solar PV plant in the country.

Read more.

SNAPSHOT OF THE MONTH

By Dania Musallam
Research and Content Manager

M جمعية الشرق االوسط لصناعات الطاقة الشمسية
Middle East Solar Industry Association 

E m p o w e r i n g  S o l a r  a c r o s s  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t

By Dania Musallam

Research and Content Manager

Interview with Gulnara Abdullina
General Manager Africa and Middle East, 

Jinko Solar Co. LTD  

April 2020
Snapshot

COVID-19
Impact on the 
PV Industry 
within the 

MENA Region

COVID-19 Impact on the PV 
Industry within the MENA Region

- Major concerns of the PV industry 
- COVID19 short- and long-term 
   impacts on MENA
- Reflecting on supply chain and 
  project delays 

Download here.

(NREP) which is comprised of four Solar PV projects 
with a combined generation capacity of 1.2 GW.

Read more.

https://www.utilities-me.com/news/15227-abu-dhabis-15gw-solar-project-bid-opening-delayed-due-to-covid-19
https://sirius.energy/saudi-arabia-regulation/
https://www.smart-energy.com/industry-sectors/finance-investment/omans-largest-solar-pv-plant-reaches-financial-close/
http://www.mesia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/April-Sanpshot_3.pdf
http://www.mesia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/April-Sanpshot_3.pdf
https://www.saurenergy.com/solar-energy-news/saudi-arabia-lists-49-pre-qualified-bidders-1-2-gw-solar-tender
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UAE: Enerwhere And Besix Set A New World Record For Largest 
Solar Plant On A Construction Site In The World
10 March

 

Closed in September 2019, the 
$758mn project finance loan, with 
a contractual tenor of 32.4 years, 
will finance what will become 
the largest reverse osmosis plant 
in the world when completed in 
2022. 

The plant will be constructed in 
the existing Taweelah complex, 
in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates. The 
project also includes a 68 MW 
peak photovoltaic power plant to 
complement the energy supply 
from the procurer’s grid. 

Read more.

UAE: Taweelah IWP obtains the first ever “sustainable loan” 
qualification for a desalination project
12 March

The 540 KWp solar system 
will power DMCC’s Uptown 
Tower construction in Dubai. In 
collaboration with Enerwhere, 
Six Construct has been able to 
reduce their carbon footprint 
by over 50% and their operation 
costs by 20% across their 
construction sites in the UAE by 
introducing power management 
and renewable energy into their 
power generation mix. 

Read more. 

Algeria: The Country Toughens Its Energy Efficiency Policy 
8 March

 

A’Namaa Poultry is seeking 
proposals for a solar power 
plant. The project selected will 
reportedly secure a power supply 
deal lasting up to 25 years.

Read more.

Oman: Tender For 15 MW Solar Park In Oman Is A Far-From-Paltry 
Investment
11 March

The Algerian government intends 
“putting a stop to wastage”. The 
President has “given instructions 
for public lighting in all the 
Republic’s towns and villages to 
immediately use solar energy, 
ordered all public transport 
vehicles to be converted to LPG 
and has encouraged the purchase 
of electric vehicles.” 

Read more. 

Algerian telecoms and renewables 
company Milltech is building a 
100 MW annual capacity solar 
module factory in the industrial 
zone of Boukerana in Chelghoum 
El Aid, in the Mila province in the 
north east of the country.

Read more.

Another Solar Module Factory In Algeria
9 March

https://www.utilities-me.com/news/15189-taweelah-iwp-obtains-the-first-ever-sustainable-loan-qualification-for-a-desalination-project
http://www.mesia.com/2020/03/10/enerwhere-and-besix-set-a-new-world-record-largest-solar-plant-on-a-construction-site-in-the-world-the-540-kwp-solar-system-will-power-dmccs-uptown-tower-construction-in-dubai/
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2020/03/11/tender-for-15-mw-solar-park-in-oman-is-a-far-from-paltry-investment/
https://en.econostrum.info/Algeria-toughens-its-energy-efficiency-policy_a566.html
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2020/03/09/another-solar-module-factory-in-algeria/
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Webinar: Bankability Considerations For Large Scale PV Projects In A 
Stressed Global Environment 

29 April - 12:00 GST / 11:00 EEST/ 10:00 CEST

With the rise of large scale solar projects in the 
MENA region and the increase of requirements, 
there is a bigger need from the suppliers to provide 
solid guaranty. The financial bankability is directly 
linked with the quality of the product however we 
don’t have enough track records in the region but 
we have some interesting case studies. For example 
in Africa, there is a lot of sub-quality products that 
are showing their weakness after less than 1 decade 

PV Magazine Webinar: Bifacial Modules With Transparent Backsheet 
– Performance, Reliability And Insurance

9 April 2020

On April 9th, 2020 at 3pm (CEST), JinkoSolar, PVEL, 
Ariel Re and PV Magazine will host a webinar to 
talk about durability testing results for transparent 
backsheets and bifacial reliability data as well as 
comprehensive insurance for PV systems with 
bifacial technology. 

Register here.

All the regional events have been postponed until further notice. 
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S-5! Webinar: Attachment Technology Solutions For Solar 
Applications

3 April 2020 / 9:00am AEDT

Learn about S-5! attachment solutions for solar 
applications, including the variety of brackets and 
clamps available. Discover how fixing solar to metal 
roofing with S-5! provides a competitive advantage, 
and dive into how and why S-5! products are 
designed, customized, tested and certified. Learn 
about direct-attach vs. rail-mounted systems.

We will also cover the technical aspects of module 
layout, wire management, module-level power 

Less Is More, Decentral Powerplants With Peak3

6 April 17:00 – 18:00 UAE Time

In this webinar, we will discuss the 
advantages of our latest string inverter the 
Peak3. The webinar will cover all technical 
aspects of the product, as well as insights 
on plant architecture and system design.

Register here.

electronics and load distribution. You’ll see some 
case studies and examples of solar applications. And, 
we will introduce you to our new GripperFix product 
used to mount HVAC systems, satellite equipment, 
isolators, combiner boxes, fall protection, service 
walkways and more.

Read more.

of use. Finally,  a lot of projects are on hold given 
the sanitary situation and Chinese manufacturers 
drastically slowed down their production with some 
possible negative impact on the company’s health. 
What would be the consequences on the market 
and how bankability could still be a good indicator 
in this context.

Register here.

http://www.mesia.com/event/pv-magazine-webinar-bifacial-modules-with-transparent-backsheet-performance-reliability-and-insurance/
http://www.mesia.com/event/less-is-more-decentral-powerplants-with-peak3/
http://www.mesia.com/event/s-5-webinar-attachment-technology-solutions-for-solar-applications/
https://atainsights.com/webinar-bankability-considerations-for-large-scale-pv-projects-in-a-stressed-global-environment/


What is your role at Voltas and how would you 
describe your job? 
Before I respond I would like to start off by wishing 
the best for my fellow colleagues and peers in the 
industry in these trying times – I hope that everyone is 
safe and following necessary precautions includ-ing 
frequent personal sanitization and social distancing
Now, to answer your question – I am responsible for 
building the Solar Business for Voltas in the Middle 
East. Voltas Limited is part of the Tata group and 
is one of the largest MEP contractors in the region, 
with several iconic projects like Burj Khalifa, Yas 
Marina Circuit, Ferrari World, Emirates Palace Hotel 
etc. in its portfolio. We have a Solar business in India, 
having executed around 1.9 GW of projects there - 
and we want to club this technical expertise with our 
project management capabilities, local supply chain 
knowledge and superior execution capabilities to 
offer EPC services to both C&I and Utility Scale cus-
tomers in this region.   

How did you start your journey in the solar industry? 
I must say that it was a happy accident. Although 
I was exposed to Solar PV during my college days 
and I did some work with thin- film modules, I never 
considered a career within the Solar industry. After I 
graduated with a degree in mechanical engineering 
in 2009, I joined a major oil & petrochemical firm 
and was placed in their rotating machines & pipeline 
division

Incidentally, they had also started a solar business a 
few years earlier and I was moved to this new divi-
sion in the first quarter of 2010 as a marketing and 
business development manager. This is how I started 
my solar journey - when the price of PV was around 
4-5 USD/Wp and 5 MWp was considered a large 
utili-ty project, and look how far we have come as an 

Mr Rahul Anurag
Head, Business Development - Solar Projects
VOLTAS

industry in just a decade. And the most exciting part 
is – this is not the bottom yet, either from a cost or 
technology point of view

What is your most memorable moment in Solar? 
During one of my assignments with another 
organization, we were awarded a project to electrify 
205 county offices in Northern Uganda. Although 
my organization had a significant presence in Africa, 
they had no experience with Solar projects and I was 
the second employee recruited for their then recently 
established Solar division. To say that executing the 
project was challenging would be an understate-
ment. We had to navigate numerous logistical, legal, 
taxation and financial challenges before the project 
was successfully installed and commissioned. The 
projects were installed during 2013-14, and as proof of 
commissioning, we had to get a written confirmation 
from the individual county chiefs. Thus, me and my 
team had to travel to all these counties to meet 
the chiefs individually. Communication was a major 
challenge - for instance, in one incident, I had to 
convince a local chieftain that his county had only re-
ceived two systems, as opposed to four received by 
the neighboring county, because we were following 
the tender specifications, and not because we had 
some nefarious intentions towards his county. This 
is a difficult conversation to have when both parties 
speak the same language – imagine doing this 
through a translator who spoke broken English, but 
insisted that he understood English proficiently. To 
this day, I still wonder if I was able to convey the 
message that I wanted to. However, as they say, all’s 
well that ends well and we were able to deliver the 
project within the stipulated timelines.  Although it 
was such a chal-lenging experience, I could probably 
write a short book on all the things that I learned 
while executing this project.

CORPORATE MEMBERS

PV Hardware Solutions SL
Corporate - Spain
pvhardware.es

PVH is a manufacturer and provider of advanced tracking and fixed structure 
solutions for the global utility-scale solar PV market. The company has 
currently supplied more than 130 photovoltaic plants in the five continents, 
with a total supplied and installed capacity of more than 7GW.

PVH’s product lines, in particular solar trackers and structures, are designed 
and engineered by experienced professionals to offer the lowest total 
installation cost while providing unparalleled customer service and support 
throughout all phases of the project.
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Trina Solar has formally unveiled its latest 
Duomax V bifacial double-glass modules and 
Tallmax V back sheet. Based on the 210mm 
large-size silicon wafer and monocrystalline 
PERC cell, the new modules come replete with 
several innovative design features allowing 
high power output of more than 500Wp and 
module efficiency up to 21%, consolidating the 
Company’s leadership and embracing a new 
era of PV 5.0.

Read more. 

Trina Solar Launches 500W+ Ultra-High-Power New Modules, Setting 
New Benchmark For Era Of PV 5.0

KAAF Investments Re-Invests In Enerwhere 

Park controllers coordinate tasks between 
components in wind and solar farms to optimize 
the power output. The use of this new mobile 
solution allows the testing of controllers on 
site and hence reduces opportunity cost and 
cost for the transportation of the components 
to be tested. 

Read more.

KAAF Investments, chaired by one of the most 
respected entrepreneurs in the Middle East, 
Mishal Kanoo, has re-invested in Enerwhere. 
Enerwhere, a next generation distributed 
utility company, is very pleased with this vote 
of confidence in its data-driven approach to 
reducing diesel consumption of off-grid and 
temporary power generation in the region. 

Read more.

JinkoSolar Holding Company Limited JKS 
recently launched its new N type all black 
solar panel, an attempt most likely to expand 
its share in the residential solar market. 

Notably, these panels will be the company’s 
first-ever panel specifically for home 
installation, boasting a maximum output of 
405-watt peak (Wp). 

Read more. 

China’s JinkoSolar (JKS) unveils Solar Panel for Home Installation

Warranty Extension Announcement!

We have some great news for the Middle East and 
African markets.

The smaller size range, inverters up to 20KW now 
have a warranty of 10 years. This decision was made 
by analyzing the track record of installations in these 
climates, and reflects Huawei’s confidence in the 
product and its lifetime.

Jubaili Bros Solar is now a certified service provider 
for Huawei FusionSolar. Besides supply, we will 
provide the after sales support and training your 
engineers need for a successful installation.

The Jubaili Bros Solar team
For more info and inquiries, please email us at jbsolar.
gulf@jubailibros.com

MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS
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DNV GL Tests First Renewable Energy Park Controllers With Its 
Mobile Test Stand Solution For A Financially Viable Energy Transition

https://www.trinasolar.com/en-glb/resources/newsroom/matrina-solar-launches-500w-ultra-high-power-new-modules-setting-new-benchmark
https://www.utilities-me.com/news/15155-dnv-gl-tests-first-renewable-energy-park-controllers-with-its-mobile-test-stand-solution-for-a-financially-viable
http://www.mesia.com/2020/03/05/kaaf-investments-re-invests-in-enerwhere/
https://www.utilities-me.com/news/15160-chinas-jinkosolar-jks-unveils-solar-panel-for-home-installation?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=utilities-me_newsletters&utm_email=micheline@mesia.com


Arctech Solar Face Masks Donation
#ArctechTogether# During this difficult time each of 
us have been affected in some way by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Being a member of solar PV industry, 
we, at Arctech Solar, announce that we will donate 
10,000 face masks to solar industry workers and their 
families outside of China. If you or one of your family 
members are working in solar industry, and you are 
facing a shortage of surgical masks, please reach out 

SirajPower: COVID 19 Impact On The Solar Energy Sector

Laurent Longuet, CEO of SirajPower, UAE’s leading 
distributed solar energy provider, shares his views 
on the UAE’s efforts to curb the spread of COVID-19 
and the impact on the solar energy sector in the 
region.

“The energy and solar sectors are as exposed to 
the ongoing disruptions caused by COVID-19 as any 
other sector in the market. To date, the Government 
has taken strong decisions to mitigate any impact 
and support the economy, and this was done in a 
controlled manner. This is a new time for resilience 
and the UAE has demonstrated in the past their 
capacity to overcome challenges. The maturity of the 
market and the coordinated actions already taken by 
the government and the business community have 
been important to bring optimism to the different 
industries and residents.

As far as our business is concerned, we have a 
large portfolio and most of the construction and 
operation of our solar rooftop systems are already 
in place. Thus, for the moment, the coronavirus 
outbreak had a very limited impact on our operation. 
Our team has been relentless and has been able to 
manage it remarkably well so far. They are following 
the strict hygienic guidelines set by both the local 
authority and the company. The fact that we are fully 
integrated has given us and our clients an advantage 
to work efficiently - one single point of contact. 
While new solar deals had to be put on hold, those 
which entered the final stages will be carried out 
accordingly. 

For the future, and given the global market 
situation, most companies will look into reducing 
their operational costs, and solar can offer to these 
companies such an opportunity by supplying cheap 
electricity. Therefore, we anticipate private sector 
players to further look into innovative models such 
as the leasing scheme we already offer in the market 
and which proved its success, being able to have 
zero upfront investment and make savings from the 
first day can be crucial to companies.

With the start of a new decade, 2020 was supposed 
to be a big year for climate action and renewable 
energy. With the current global challenge, we are 
seeing serious growing calls to shift to the green 
economy. COVID-19 may have shaken the world 
and its priorities, but sustainability will continue 
to dominate debates. We are fortunate to live in a 
country like the UAE where sustainability has always 
been on the top of the national agenda and its 
economic diversification objective. Ambitious goals 
have been set, many milestones have been achieved 
and the country already started planning the next 50 
years by placing sustainability at the core of the new 
strategy. We are in good hands and we are confident 
that we have good days ahead of us.”

MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS

to: lisa.zhou@arctechsolar.com with your contact 
information. We will deliver 50 surgical masks to 
each applicant the first time round which can ensure 
that the donated face masks are being directed to 
the people and facilities in the most immediate need.

Wherever you are, we will be there!
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CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the relevant board 
member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com   

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman         Abdul Aziz Al Midfa   
President         Ahmed Nada    
Vice-President         Alexandre Allegue     
Secretary General         Martine Mamlouk  
Finance, Governance And Government Relations Director Khawla Albloushi   
Marketing Director         Gurmeet Kaur      
Legal Director         Laura Capelin     
International Development Director      Vikas Bansal    

EXECUTIVE TEAM

Event Director       Micheline Thienpont  
Membership Manager      Karine Metivier    
Content and Report Manager     Dania Musallam

chairman@mesia.com
ahmed@mesia.com

alex@mesia.com 
martine@mesia.com 
khawla@mesia.com

gurmeet@mesia.com  
laura@mesia.com  
vikas@mesia.com  

micheline@mesia.com
karine@mesia.com
dania@mesia.com

mesia.com  

mailto:micheline@mesia.com
mailto:chairman@mesia.com
mailto:ahmed@mesia.com
mailto:james@mesia.com
mailto:wim@mesia.com
mailto:gurmeet@mesia.com
mailto:derek@mesia.com
mailto:karel@mesia.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/middle-east-solar-industry-association-mesia-/
https://twitter.com/MiddleEastSolar
https://www.facebook.com/MESIASOLAR/
http://mesia.com

