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Saudi Arabia: Reveals Giant Solar Budget

The Middle East Solar Industry Association (MESIA) 
reported that the Saudi authorities’ implementation 
of renewed legal and regulatory frameworks within 
the National Renewable Energy Programme (NREP) 
had boosted output.

According to a report published by the team at 
the Middle East Solar Industry Association, Saudi 
Arabia is already ahead of its target when it comes 
to crafting 60 gigawatts of clean and renewable 
energy by 2030. Martine Mamlouk is the Secretary-
General at MESIA and he was able to reveal that 40 
of the 60 gigawatts will come from solar resources. 

Solar Energy Takes Center Stage in Saudi Arabia Under King Salman

21 February 2020

SNAPSHOT OF THE MONTH

By Dania Musallam
Research and Content Manager

Solar Job Market in MENA

- Solar job market global 
  statistics
- More than 200k solar jobs 
  in GCC by 2030 
- Interview with Daniel 
  Brook, NES

Download here.
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“Saudi Arabia is now in the third year of 
implementation of its massive target of 60 gigawatts 
(GW) of renewable energy generation by 2030,” the 
report said.

Read more. 

Solar power in Saudi Arabia has become increasingly 
important to the region due to the rising price of 
oil. As energy demands continue to rise while prices 
follow suit, citizens will increasingly look for more 
affordable and effective alternatives.

Read more. 

http://www.mesia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/v2Solar-Job-Market_PDF_2.pdf
http://www.mesia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/v2Solar-Job-Market_PDF_2.pdf
http://www.mesia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/v2Solar-Job-Market_PDF_2.pdf
https://www.energy-reporters.com/policy/saudi-arabia-reveals-giant-solar-budget/
https://www.newsmaritime.com/2020/solar-energy-takes-center-stage-saudi-arabia-king-salman/
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KSA: World’s First ‘Solar Dome’ Desalination Plant Planned For 
Saudi’s Neom Megacity

2 February

The first tender, which has a bid 
deadline of March 20, is for a 40 
MW solar plant near the Jandar 
natural gas power plant in the 
Homs governorate of central 
Syria.

A second tender with the same 
closing date is for a 23 MW solar 
project near Damascus.

Read more.

Syria: Launches Tenders for 63 MW Of Solar

18 February

The technology involves a dome – a hydrological 
sphere – constructed from glass and steel into 
which sea water flows. The energy to heat the 
continuous inflow of water and to create a constant 
water cycle is produced by concentrating solar 
radiation, from a large number of parabolic mirrors 

(heliostats) surrounding the domes, onto the glass 
and superconductive steel frame structure. Through 
this process, the sea water evaporates, condenses 
and is precipitated as fresh water. 

Read more. 

Morocco: Seeks To Pre-Qualify Bidders In 400-MW Solar Tender

3 February

Masen, the Moroccan Agency for 
Sustainable Energy, has launched 
the call for pre-qualification as part 
of a tender for the construction of 
a 400-MW solar  PV park giving 
interested developers time until 
February 28 (TBC) to submit 
their bids.

Read more.

UAE: SirajPower (MESIA member) Commissions Solar Panels For DP 
World’s Residential Project In Jafza

3 February

SirajPower, UAE’s leading 
distributed solar energy 
provider, today announced it 
has successfully completed the 
construction and installation 
of a new fully financed solar 
model for DP World’s Staff 
Accommodations in Jebel Ali 
Free Zone (Jafza) East and West. 

Read more.

UAE To Launch First Floating Solar Plant

15 February

The Abu Dhabi resort island of 
Nurai will become home to the 
country’s first floating solar power 
array, which is planned to be tied 
to the grid “very soon.” Dubai-
based solar solutions provider 
Enerwhere (MESIA member) is 
the company behind the 80-kW 
project. 
 
Read more.

https://www.pv-magazine.com/2020/02/18/syria-launches-tenders-for-63-mw-of-solar/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.utilities-me.com/news/14900-worlds-first-solar-dome-desalination-plant-planned-for-saudis-neom-megacity
https://renewablesnow.com/news/morocco-seeks-to-pre-qualify-bidders-in-400-mw-solar-tender-685691/
http://www.mesia.com/2020/02/03/sirajpower-commissions-solar-panels-for-dp-worlds-residential-project-in-jafza/
https://www.utilities-me.com/news/14994-uae-to-launch-first-floating-solar-plant
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UAE: Yellow Door Energy (MESIA Member) Begins Construction of 2 
MWp Solar Plant For Future Pipe Industries

10 February

 

The total cost of the project is 
expected to be $400 million. The 
solar project is being developed 
by Shams Ad-Dhahira Generating 
Company. The commercial 
operation date of the project has 
been scheduled for June 1, 2021.

Read more.

Oman: AIIB Offers $60 Million for 500 MW Solar Project

19 February

Located in Dubai Industrial City, 
the solar plant will generate 3,100 
megawatt-hours of clean energy 
in its first year of operation, 
equivalent to reducing 1,300 
tonnes of carbon emissions per 
year. 

Covering the rooftops of four 
warehouses totalling 18,000 
square meters, the solar plant will 
supply over 40% of the factory’s 
annual energy consumption. 

Read more. 

Renewable Energy Accounts for 1% of Total Employment in Egypt, 
Morocco, Jordan 

2 February 

 

The Algerian electronics 
manufacturer said its solar 
business has not filed for 
insolvency. The company said it 
continues to operate as ‘normal’. 
The company added, it is working 
on two solar projects with a 
combined generation capacity of 
100 MW.

Read more.

Algeria’s Condor Claims PV Business Is Fully Operational

14 February

The study showed that solar PV 
energy is the technology capable 
of employing the highest number 
of workers, as it came first in 
job creation rate in Egypt and 
Jordan, followed by wind power, 
and concentrated solar power.
The International Energy Agency 
(IEA) estimates renewable energy 
will be able to employ more than 
40 million people by 2050, and 
that the number of jobs created 
by the energy sector will reach 
100 million by 2050. 

Read more. 

The new Q1 2020 bankability 
analysis has now been completed 
by the PV-Tech market research 
team, ranking PV module suppliers 
within the PV ModuleTech 
Bankability Ratings. The listing 
reveals that LONGi Solar now 
commands AAA-Rated status, 
the highest grade achievable. A 
further seven module suppliers 
are in the AA and A bands and 
four suppliers fall into the B levels.

Read more.

LONGi Graded As Only AAA-Rated Module Supplier in Q1 2020 PV 
ModuleTech Bankability Release 

26 February

https://mercomindia.com/aiib-offers-oman-500-mw-solar-project/
https://www.utilities-me.com/news/14947-yellow-door-energy-begins-construction-of-2-mwp-solar-plant-for-future-pipe-industries
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2020/02/14/algerias-condor-claims-pv-business-is-fully-operational/
https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/2111501/renewable-energy-accounts-1-total-employment-egypt-morocco-jordan
http://www.mesia.com/2020/02/26/longi-graded-as-only-aaa-rated-module-supplier-in-q1-2020-pv-moduletech-bankability-release/
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To Celebrate, Learn and Compete with Solar Power, 
Million Solar Stars hosted a successful event at the 
Fairgreen International School in Sustainable City. To 
inspire the next solar champion, the event brought 
students together to design, build, and race model 
solar cars and boats, as part of an international 
initiative aiming to engage one million students 
in the process of scaling up solar power at 100% 
schools around the world. 

UAE: Million Solar Stars Challenge

27 February 

The MSS challenge was attended by HH Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz Al Nuaimi, the “Green Sheikh” and 
many distinguished guests including Aisha Al Souqi 
representing the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change, the first Arab woman to climb 
mount Everest, Dolores Shelleh and the social media 
influencer Khaled Al Ameri. The successful event 
was sponsored by ENGIE that showed great support 
to the young engineers of the future. 

https://millionsolarstars.org
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Middle East Energy Dubai

3- 5 March
DWTC, UAE 

After four and a half decades as Middle East Electricity, 
the rebranded Middle East Energy (MEE) – organised 
by Informa Markets – is the region’s leading trade 
event for the power industry. Taking place from 3-5 
March 2020 at Dubai World Trade Centre, Middle 
East Energy will feature dedicated product sectors 
for Power Generation, Transmission & Distribution, 
Lighting, Renewables and Digitalisation. The Informa 

Solarex Istanbul

2 April 
Istanbul Expo Center

Solarex Istanbul will take place on 02-04 April 2020 
for the 13th time. It will be a commercial platform 
to have the latest technologies, combination of the 
new products from all around the world. It takes 
place annually at Istanbul Expo Center, Turkey. 
It is also called the most important platform for 
manufacturers, suppliers, dealers of solar industry in 
Eurasia.

Read more.

Market’s 2020 Energy & Utilities Market Outlook 
report is the product of the powerful insights from 
2,248 respondents from Informa’s global energy 
database outlining their understanding of the 
performance of the market and expectations for the 
future.

Read more.

UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS

-Training Day- Clean Energy Project Lifecycle (Free For MESIA 
Members)

16 March
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

The training will be delivered by a team experienced 
in Regulatory, Corporate, Construction and Finance 
– and will cover key aspects of the development of a 
clean energy project. The agenda will include: 

- Overview of the clean energy market globally and 
  in KSA 
- The potential of the market in KSA 
- Global developments in clean energy and the 
  impact on KSA 
- How to allocate risk during the construction and 
  O&M phase to deliver competitive IRR’s
- Structuring of storage solutions 
- PPA masterclass 
- Financing market overview for clean energy 
  projects 

Registration will open at 8:30am with the first session 
starting at 9am. The day will draw to a close around 
1:45pm with a late lunch. 

Read more.

Solar And Wind Show MENA 2020

13-14 April 
Egypt International Exhbitions Center, Cairo, Egypt

After a hugely successful launch in 2019, The Solar 
Show MENA, co-located with The Wind Show MENA, 
the region’s leading conference and exhibition for 
renewable energy, will return in 2020. Bigger, and 
better, than before.

The exhibition is a showcase of the world’s ‘best-
in-class’ solution providers in the renewable space. 
The Solar Show is co-located with The Wind Show 
MENA guaranteeing the whole renewable industry 

has chance to interact over two days.

Held in Cairo, Egypt, and bringing together 
3000 attendees, including policymakers, utilities, 
financers, investors, local industry heavyweights and 
international technology experts, there is no better 
place to connect with the MENA renewable industry.

For more details visit the website here.

http://www.mesia.com/event/solarex-istanbul/
http://www.mesia.com/event/middle-east-energy-dubai/
http://www.mesia.com/event/training-day-clean-energy-project-lifecycle-free-for-mesia-members/
https://www.terrapinn.com/exhibition/solar-show-mena/index.stm?utm_source=MESIA&utm_medium=op&utm_campaign=op-MESIA&utm_term=third-party&utm_content=listing
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NEW MEMBERS

What is your role at NES Global Talent and how 
would you describe your job? 
I manage NES Global Talent’s operations in Dubai and 
in India and head up our regional Renewable Energy 
team. My team and I provide bespoke workforce 
solutions to the Renewable and Conventional energy 
industries and have been supporting key Renewable 
Energy projects in the Middle East for the past 4 
years. I’m here to ensure that project developers and 
their contractors are able to get the right talent onto 
their project compliantly and at the right time.

How did you start your journey in the solar industry? 
I enjoy cycling in my spare time and was spending a 
lot of time in the Al Qudra area of Dubai. I observed 
the progression of the Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum solar park which led to NES acquiring our 
first Solar contract on Phase 2 in 2016. It’s been an 
amazing journey from those early days which has 
seen NES follow the project through Phase 2, 3 and 

Mr Daniel Brook
Recruitment Manager Dubai & India
NES GLOBAL TALENT

Soltec Energias Renovables
Corporate - Spain
soltec.com

Soltec is a global leader in the manufacture and supply of single-axis solar 
trackers. Soltec’s global operations and workforce of over 1500 people 
blend experience with innovation. The company has manufacturing 
facilities in Brazil and Spain, as well as offices in Australia, Argentina, Brazil, 
China, Chile, Denmark, Egypt, India, Israel, Italy, Mexico, Peru and the United 
States. The company has a track record of over 9 GW. The SF7 Bifacial Solar 
Tracker, which collects energy on both the front and rear sides, capturing 
reflected irradiance from the ground surface, under and around the tracker 
and from other modules. Depending on site conditions, bifacial yield-gain 
can reach +16% according to BiTEC results.

CORPORATE MEMBERS

Voltas
Corporate - UAE
voltas.com

Voltas group is one of the largest MEP contractor in the Middle East and 
has been in the region for the last 45 years. Voltas is part of TATA Group 
from India.  

Voltas is also one of the most reputed engineering solution providers 
specializing in project management. They play a vital role in developing the 
infrastructure of the nation as well as exporting their unparalleled expertise 
across Technology, Engineering, Construction, Cooling and Ventilation, 
Infrastructure Projects, Textile, Mining and Manufacturing sectors, making 
them one of the most trusted and reliable engineering solution providers. 

Voltas has now forayed into the Solar PV EPC sector serving residential, C&I 
as well as utility scale clients.

4, and see the area progress from unused desert 
land to 1GW + of solar power. It has also been great 
to see NES spread our renewables presence further 
afield to Abu Dhabi, Oman and Saudi Arabia.
 
What is your most memorable moment in Solar? 
A few spring to mind- my first tour of the construction 
site in 2016 was an eye opener, going from the relative 
comfort of the site office to the harsh, unforgiving 
conditions of the construction site and seeing the 
scale of the projects being built in the Middle East.  
It was clear it was on a completely different scale 
to the distributed solar projects we have in the UK 
and a great indicator of the industry to be created 
here over the coming years. The most memorable 
occasion however, was a night site visit during 
Ramadan to hand out water to the construction 
team during peak humidity. It really brought home 
the harsh conditions which our workforce endure in 
order to construct these projects.

EDF - Electricite de France
Corporate - France
middle-east.edf.com

The EDF group is an integrated energy company, active in all electricity 
businesses: nuclear, renewable and thermal generation, transmission, 
distribution, sales and marketing, efficiency and energy services, energy 
trading, smart cities. EDF is the leading player in the French electricity 
market and holds strong positions in Europe (mainly in the United Kingdom 
(UK), Italy and Belgium), which makes it one of the world’s leading electric 
energy companies and a renowned gas player. 

https://soltec.com
https://voltas.com
https://middle-east.edf.com
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NEXTracker™, a Flex company, has released 
NX Navigator™, a next-generation software 
and smart control system that enables power 
plant operators to efficiently monitor and 
securely control their solar assets for increased 
production and reliable operation across a 
wide range of weather conditions. With an 
intuitive graphical user interface (GUI), NX 
Navigator builds on the company’s proven 
TrueCapture™ system with new monitoring 
data, maintenance controls and instant risk 
avoidance tools.

Read more. 

NEXTracker Releases NX Navigator Control System for Utility-Scale Solar Power Plants 

5 February

Jubaili Bros Solar Goes To East Africa Market!

According to DNV GL’s recent Energy 
Transition Outlook 2019 report, the world 
needs five times more wind power, ten times 
more solar power and fifty times more battery 
storage if we are going to limit global warming 
by 2030.

In this last episode of the current series, 
Lucy Craig, Vice President of Technology & 
Innovation at DNV GL – Energy, looks back at 
some of the topics discussed during series 8 
to determine what the future really holds for 
the renewable energy sector.

Read more.

Episode 10 – The Energy Transition: Fast, But Not Fast Enough?

Thank you, Uganda for the welcome! 
Whenever we go to a new country we get the 
best insight from the locals. 

Our intention is to support local EPC’s with 
supply and technical training and become a 
trusted partner.

To send us your inquiries, please email us at 
jbsolar.gulf@jubailibros.com.

MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS

Battery storage systems are a crucial part of the 
decentralized energy supply of the future and an 
essential requirement for the continued expansion 
of renewable energies. Last year, SMA has built on 
its lead in this important field for the future. In 2019, 
the company signed contracts for the sale of battery 
inverter power of over one gigawatt (GW). SMA is 
thereby doubling the total power sold in the storage 
segment to 2 GW. 

Read more.

SMA Doubles Battery Inverter Power Sold to Two 
Gigawatts

23 February

In 2019, SMA Solar Technology AG (SMA/FWB: 
S92) sold PV inverters with a total output of 11.4 GW. 
Inverter output sold in the past fiscal year was 
thus 34% higher than in the previous year (2018: 
8.5 GW). According to preliminary calculations 
by the SMA Managing Board, sales increased to 
around €915 million (2018: €760.9 million) and 
therefore exceeded the Managing Board’s guidance 
of between €800 million and €880 million. 

Read more.

SMA Solar Technology AG Significantly Improves 
Sales And Earnings In 2019 – Managing Board 
Expects Positive Trend To Continue In 2020 

23 February

Visit us on stand #H8.F01 at this year’s MEE, on 3-5 
March 2020 and learn how you can partner with the 
experts in fire testing! BASEC is the preferred testing 
and certification partner to the worldwide cable 
industry, offering testing solutions to all industry 
recognised standards and specifications, including 
International IEC, European EN, British BS and local 
requirements.

Register now for your free place to attend. 

Meet the BASEC Team At Middle East Energy On 
3-5 March 2020

One phenomenon of 2019 is that solar panel 
manufacturers have focused on increasing the 
energy density, the efficiency rating of PV modules. 
These efforts have driven investments on commercial 
and utility-scale solar power plants as never before. 
Having looked through the latest news in solar 
industry, the most efficient solar panels of JinkoSolar 
is the Tiger 465 series.

Read more.

JinkoSolar Tiger Module: a 2020 High Efficiency 
Phenomenon 

19 February

http://www.mesia.com/2020/02/05/nextracker-releases-nx-navigator-control-system-for-utility-scale-solar-power-plants/
https://www.dnvgl.com/energy/publications/podcast/energy-transition-not-fast-enough.html?utm_campaign=EN_ADV_GLOB_20Q1_Podcast8_Promo_EP10_Subscriber&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
http://www.mesia.com/2020/02/23/sma-doubles-battery-inverter-power-sold-to-two-gigawatts/
http://www.mesia.com/2020/02/23/sma-solar-technology-ag-significantly-improves-sales-and-earnings-in-2019-managing-board-expects-positive-trend-to-continue-in-2020/
https://www.basec.org.uk/news/events/middle-east-electricity-2020-dubai/
http://www.mesia.com/2020/02/19/jinkosolar-tiger-module-a-2020-high-efficiency-phenomenon/
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