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Dubai’s Dewa Gets Record-Low Bid To Build 
Solar-Power Plant: 1.7 Cents Per Kilowatt-Hour 

MESIA is Returning to KSA for the Third Time to 
Organize Two Days of Solar Trade Mission

MESIA at WETEX – Dubai Solar Show
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MESIA at WETEX – Dubai Solar Show
During the WFES, the UAE Ministry of Energy and 
Industry and MESIA signed an important MoU to 

enhance their collaboration for the benefit of the 
solar community and all MESIA members. 
SNAPSHOT OF THE MONTH

KSA - On the Path to Attract the Largest 
Renewable Energy Opportunities in the 
Region

- KSA’s ambition: Planned capacity of 
  58.7GW by 2030
- NREP & Mutjadedah Program to drive 
  the REN transition
- C&I segment: An ambitious anticipation 
  for growth

Download here.
By Dania Musallam
Research and Content Manager

The Big Energy Conversations (Part 1):  Accelerating 
the Deployment of Solar Power Worldwide 
MESIA had the honour to participate in this session 
where the government, industry and international 
finance institutions (IFIs) discussed strategies and 
tools to speed global solar deployment.

MESIA was very happy to deliver the opening 
session on “Solar Industry Outlook - MENA 
Region” at the occasion of the workshop organized 
by TUV Rheinland about “Energy, Technology 
and Sustainability” during the Dubai Solar Show 
expo.  MESIA was represented by Rita Allan, MESIA 
member and Senior Associate at Pinsent Masons.

More pictures here.

MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

Morocco: Masen Postpones Deadline For Bidding On Noor II Solar 
Project

9 October

DEWA selected a contractor that submitted a 
“record” low bid to build a 900-megawatt solar-
power plant in the emirate, Managing Director and 
CEO Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer said.

The contractor, which Al Tayer declined to identify, 
bid 1.7 cents per kilowatt-hour for the photovoltaic 
plant. The decision requires a lengthy evaluation 
before DEWA can publicly announce the winner, he 
said in an interview.

Read more.

UAE: Dubai’s DEWA Gets Record-Low Bid To Build Solar-Power 
Plant: 1.7 Cents Per Kilowatt-Hour 

12 October

The call for expressions of interest for the 
implementation of the Noor Midelt II solar project 
was initially closed on September 16, 2019. This is the 
second call for tenders issued to IPPs for the design, 
financing, construction, operation and maintenance 
of the future facility. The first had qualified a 
consortium composed of the Saudi IPP Acwa Power 
and the American General Electric.

Read more. 

Ahmed Nada, MESIA President Gives His View on the New World 
Record Lowest Bid To Build a 900 MW Solar Project (Dubai MBR 
Solar Park Phase 5)

- DEWA have not yet disclosed the 
name of the bidder that offered a 
price of $1.7 

- For this project, DEWA requested 
the bidders to not exceed a 
price above 2.4 cents per kilowatt 
hour.

- The project aims to reach a capacity 
up to 5GW in 2030

- Since 4 years, the project continues 
to show a constant decrease in the 
costs of solar power (first phase: 8.85 
cents per kilowatt hour. Fourth phase: 
2.4 cents per kilowatt hour)

http://www.mesia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/KSA-Snapshot-V3-.pdf
http://www.mesia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/KSA-Snapshot-V3-.pdf
http://www.mesia.com/media/photo-gallery/
https://gulfnews.com/business/dubais-dewa-gets-record-low-bid-to-build-solar-power-plant-1.67106822
https://www.afrik21.africa/en/morocco-masen-postpones-deadline-for-bidding-on-noor-ii-solar-project/
https://www.alarabiya.net/ar/programs/energy-future
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They form part of the Benban solar complex, which 
will eventually have capacity totalling close to 1.8GW. 

Read more. 

EDF Renewables and the Elsewedy Electric Group 
have commissioned two solar farms in Egypt with a 
combined capacity of 130MW. The 65MW-each plants 
in Benban have a 25-year power purchase agreement 
with the Egyptian Electricity Transmission Company.  

Egypt: EDF Toasts Egyptian Solar Double

14 October

Scatec Solar and its partners have 
completed the 390MW Benban 
project in Egypt by connecting 
the last of the six 65MW solar 
power plants to the power grid. 
Located near Aswan in Upper 
Egypt, the project is part of the 
1.8GW Benban solar park. 

Read more.

Egypt: Scatec And Partners Conclude 390MW Benban Solar Project

17 October

KSA: Interview: Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea Project To Set ‘New Global 
Standards In Sustainability’, Says CEO

27 October

Sustainability is being built into the project’s 
structure. It will be 100 per cent carbon neutral and 
powered by renewable energy via solar and wind 
power, and will make use of advanced technology to 

solve the storage problems that have so far proved 
to be obstacles to renewable energy.

Read more. 

The solar power sector in the UAE 
and the GCC region has been 
enjoying a surge in interest and 
growth in both the commercial 
and residential sectors, driven 
mainly by a drop in the cost of 
solar panels and their installation, 
experts at the 21st Water, Energy, 
Technology and Environment 
Exhibition (Wetex 2019) said.

Read more.

UAE: Solar Sees Favourable Tailwinds As Prices Of Panels, 
Installation Drops 

22 October

Egypt: The Benban Story in Video from the Beginning till Today

Watch the video here.

https://renews.biz/55823/edf-toasts-egyptian-solar-double/
https://www.power-technology.com/news/scatec-benban-solar-project-egypt/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1571326/business-economy
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/local/solar-sees-favourable-tailwinds-as-prices-of-panels-installation-drops
https://www.energyglobal.com/solar/28102019/new-ebrd-video-introduces-benban/
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UAE: Cleanmax Solar (MESIA member) Fits 1,200KWP Solar Plant at 
Danube Hub in Dubai

4 October

The 25.8 MW distributed rooftop 
project was developed for DP 
World - the second largest port 
operator worldwide. This is 
currently the largest distributed 
development in the UAE and 
has a unique composition of 
different project types, including 
warehouses, carports, and 
commercial buildings, said a 
statement from Phanes Group.

Read more.

UAE: Huawei (MESIA member), Phanes Join Hands To Develop Big 
Solar Project

26 October

Indian rooftop solar power provider Cleanmax solar 
revealed it had commissionned a 1,200kWp rooftop 
solar plant at the building materials company’s 
manufacturing facility at Techno Park, with the project 

expected to save Danube $81,680 (AED300,000) 
per annum on electricity bills.  

Read more. 

Local Content for both services (sub-contractor, 
KSA and international) and manufacturers (KSA and 
international). MESIA will also organize a platform 
for everyone to network with KSA and international 
entities.

Finally on the third day and, in line with its 
knowledge sharing mission, MESIA will organize 
technical workshops specially tailored for Saudi 
youth talents. Technical workshops will address 
energy prediction on site (rooftop and utility scale), 
financial modelling, EPC 1o1 solar projects (rooftop 
and utility scale), and O&M.

For more information please contact: 
micheline@mesia.com

To register, please contact karine@mesia.com

Read more.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is planning to install 
58.7 Gigawatts of renewable energy capacity 
by 2030. Of this, 40GWAC will come from solar 
photovoltaic, 2.7GW from concentrated solar power 
and 16GW of wind.

This summer, KSA (REPDO) invited 60 prequalified 
companies to submit bids for six solar energy 
schemes that have a combined capacity of 1.5GW. 
Another six projects, will be tendered by the end of 
the year.

MESIA is returning to KSA for the third time to 
organize a three day Solar trade mission.
The first day will be dedicated to power generation, 
with a strong focus on local content requirements, 
Industrialization and new investments laws and 
incentives.

The second day will  focus on private sector and  
7

UPCOMING MESIA EVENTS

https://www.zawya.com/mena/en/business/story/Huawei_Phanes_join_hands_to_develop_big_UAE_solar_project-SNG_157919521/
https://www.utilities-me.com/news/13969-cleanmax-solar-fits-1200kwp-solar-plant-at-danube-hub-in-dubai?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=Social-Share
mailto:micheline%40mesia.com?subject=
mailto:karine%40mesia.com?subject=
http://www.mesia.com/event/19830/
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in the MENA solar market.

There are ten awards categories open for application. 
The process is free and open to everyone.

Read more and apply here.
 
DEADLINE TO APPLY: DECEMBER 10 at 2pm GST

MESIA Solar Awards is once again partnering with 
World Future Energy Summit (WFES) to jointly issue 
this prestigious regional recognition ceremony.

The Middle East Solar Awards 2020 is the industry’s 
premier awards ceremony. This annual event, now in 
its eighth edition, serves as a platform to recognize 
and celebrate exceptional talent and achievements 

MESIA SOLAR AWARDS 2020: Application Process is Now Open!

UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS

Join us for a Two-day in-depth program focused on 
best practices and recent trends in both technical and 
financial solar asset management, shared by international 
and local experts. You will Engage in conversation with 
150+ high-level decision makers, representing a complete 
value chain, from investors to asset managers and service 
providers.

Register here.

Solar Asset Management MENA
17th - 18th November 2019
Renaissance Downtown Hotel

Connecting you with all of your government, 
corporate, GRE & private sector clients across the 
region under one roof. This is the only event bringing 
together over 600 government entities, GREs, 
sponsors, corporates, banks, investors and advisors 
to discuss developments in the region’s structured, 
project and export-backed finance markets. It is a 
unique opportunity to hear from over 65 key industry 

Project, ECA & Structured Finance Middle East & Africa 2019
5th - 6th November 2019
InterContinental Festival City, Dubai

speakers; uncover the capital raising and project 
financing strategies of major GREs and developers; 
discuss different funding strategies; and schedule 
private 1-to-1 meetings with the region’s most active 
issuers.

Register here.

9

http://www.mesia.com/m-events/solar-awards/
https://mena.solar-asset.management/#solar-asset-management-mena
http://www.projectandstructuredfinance.com
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Saudi Arabia is leading the way when it comes to 
power solutions for the GCC. It has been on the rise 
with countless projects being undertaken by the 
government to improve the country’s economy in 
line with the 2030 vision.

The Kingdom is focusing efforts on strengthening 
the local economy through a large reform plan to 
transform it into a pioneer of the Middle East. To 
keep up with increasing energy demands, the Saudi 
government suggests an investment of SR500 
billion is needed, which it is partly seeking through 
renewables. We should therefore expect to see a 

Middle East Electricity Saudi
19th - 21st November 2019
Riyadh International Convention Centre, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

lot of activity in 2019 on the project development/
construction front if the target is to be met.

In support of this, Middle East Electricity Saudi 
(MEE Saudi) has become a fundamental platform to 
gather several international power players looking 
to invest in the country. It brings together a range 
of key stakeholders, from power manufacturers, 
suppliers, domestic wholesalers and distributors to 
thousands of visitors from across the Kingdom and 
neighbouring countries.

Register here.

The State of Kuwait officially adopted the Sustainable 
Development Goals in September of 2015, with the 
government of Kuwait who took a decision to achieve 
the countries Sustainable Development Goals 
through various Sustainable development strategies 
and projects as per the Kuwait Vision 2035. The 
Government of Kuwait have significantly invested 
into national awareness raising on a transformative 
scope of the Agenda 2030 and its ultimate purpose 
of “leaving no one behind”. While setting up strategic 

Middle East Electricity Saudi
19th - 21st November 2019
Riyadh International Convention Centre, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

paths to overcome various obstacles, including 
strengthening the role of private sector, reducing 
dominance of oil sector on the country’s economy, 
balancing public sector spending, creating conditions 
for reinvigorated direct foreign investments and 
improving infrastructure, the State of Kuwait have 
implemented many strategic development projects 
for achieving their SDGs and their targets.

Register here.

SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

Ingeteam is finalizing the launch of its new INGECON® 
SUN 160TL photovoltaic string inverter, offering the 
possibility of achieving a power output of 160 kWAC in 
a single 75kg/165lbs unit. This inverter, which has already 
been physically showcased at a number of national and 
international fairs, is now at the production stage thanks 
to an order for two hundred units for the Brazilian market.  

Read more.

Ingeteam Launches its New PV String Inverter Featuring 1500 VDC 
Technology

9 october

Great Success for the Technical Seminar in Nairobi!

Jubaili Bros Solar and Huawei Fusion Solar would 
like to thank everyone for taking the time to attend 
at our technical seminar in Nairobi, Kenya. It was 

a success! For all your inquiries, kindly email us at 
jbsolar.gulf@jubailibros.com http://JubailiBros.com/
solar

http://www.mesia.com/event/middle-east-electricity-saudi-2/
http://www.mesia.com/event/kuwait-sustainability-development-symposium-2019-working-towards-achieving-sustainability-goals/
http://www.mesia.com/2019/10/09/ingeteam-launches-its-new-pv-string-inverter-featuring-1500-vdc-technology/
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Fronius would like to welcome you to the 24 hours of 
sun ACADEMY newsletter. Please have a look at the 
webinar and training dates.

Download

How did you start your journey in the solar industry? 

It started quite a while ago, when I arrived in the UAE 
in 2010 to create  the Permanent Representation 
of France to IRENA. That was at a stage where we 
were still working at the final set up of the Agency.  
I engaged then very fast in work to support the 
development of the Renewable Energy Global Atlas 
of IRENA organizing contributing collaborations 
between French partner institutions and Masdar 
Institute. We focused specifically on the evaluation 
of solar irradiation and impact of dust, humidity 
and other contents of the atmosphere. The upsurge 
of solar energy imposed itself as central in the 
renewable energy solutions fostered by IRENA. At 
that time, my role entailed also encouraging and 
supporting French industry’s involvement in solar in 
the region. Almost, 10 Year later, the journey looks 
great!

What is your most memorable moment in Solar? 

I would say 2 moments: the launch of Shams CSP 
power plant in 2013, at the time the biggest of its 
kind in the world, this is the first time I felt the impact 
this could have (20 000 inhabitants deserved). The 
second one was my unforgettable encounter with 
“Solar Impulse”.  The impressive plane and the 
audacious team were fantastic examples of what 
humans are capable of achieving when theygive 
their best. The power of dreaming and daring but 
also the challenging detailed teamwork behind 
this! Actually, my journey in solar and renewable 
energy convinced me that human ingenuity and its 
capability to innovate are such that we will indeed 
be able to find the solutions to the issues of climate 
change. 

Martine Mamlouk
High Level Advisor Prospective and 
Stakeholders Management
ENGIE

What is your role at ENGIE and how would you 
describe your job? 

As a high-level advisor at ENGIE Business Unit for 
Middle East, South and Central Asia and Turkey based 
in Dubai, I am working with the strategy team. I am 
supporting its efforts in prospective, identification, 
approach and follow up with all categories of 
stakeholder. My work is very much transversal but 
also many times hands on. Enhancing our dialogue 
with stakeholders means  fundamentally teamwork.  
Hence, creating synergies to that aim is central to 
my task. 

I am also in charge of preparing VIP’s visits, being from 
ENGIE or French officials to our area or from regional 
stakeholders to France and/or ENGIE Headquarters. 
This is another interesting aspect of my work that 
requires good coordination with colleagues. This is 
fascinating in a company like ENGIE that combines 
a wide experience as developer with the capacity to 
bring integrated solutions for the energy transition 
supported increasingly by high tech and digital 
solutions. With the commitment of our Group for 
decarbonization and a more harmonious society, 
including its CSR aspects, I find real purpose in my 
job. 

Read here

http://www.mailing.fronius.com/sys/w.aspx?sub=GdTy_1M1TdF&tid=0-1hm0rw-1fMZf8&mid=60e87703
https://www.dnvgl.com/energy/experts/michael-wilkinson.html?utm_campaign=EN_GLOB_19Q4_PROM_ENER_DIGI_MichaelWilkinson_EU&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua


CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the relevant board 
member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com   
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mailto:james@mesia.com
mailto:wim@mesia.com
mailto:gurmeet@mesia.com
mailto:derek@mesia.com
mailto:karel@mesia.com
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http://mesia.com

