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At the occasion of MESIA’s 10th year anniversary, Ahmed Nada, President and
Vahid Fotuhi, Founder, met HE Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, MD & CEO of DEWA
and Waleed Salman, Executive Vice President of Business Development &
Excellence of DEWA to thanks them for their ongoing support since day 1.
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Egypt On Right Track Toward Renewable Energy, Yet It Needs To
Exert More Effort: Experts

“All Quality Matters Solar Congress 2019” In Suzhou, China
21 March

2 March
Gurmeet Kaur, a board member of the Middle East
Solar Industry Association (MESIA), sees that the
future of the energy sector for MENA countries
including Egypt carries some challenges, one of
them is that at night the supply of sunrays stops, so
they need to find storage options to make it available
24/7.
Read more.

How Artificial Intelligence Will Bring Solar To The Next Level
21 March

MESIA was proud and delighted to present at the
TUV Rheinland event “All Quality Matters Solar
Congress 2019” in Suzhou, China on March 21. The
event was very well attended by senior and key
suppliers in the solar market in China.

Gurmeet Kaur, MESIA Board Member, presented
“Dubai’s vision and accomplishments towards a
solar powered economy”.

“Solar Growth: Financing In The Next 5 Years” At New Energy Update
26 March

On Thursday 21 March during a MESIA event, we
discussed how Artificial Intelligence (AI) is being
used in multiple industries to help spur the next
industrial revolution for improving efficiency, quality
and access . The utility industry is already benefiting
from AI technologies in the areas of predictive
maintenance and resource forecasting. What is AI
and how can AI be integrated with solar power? It
plays an important role in modeling of solar radiation,
analysis, and prediction of the performance and
control of the solar photovoltaic systems.
See all the pictures of the event here.
Download the presentation:
1) Making Renewable Smarter, by Elizabeth Traiger,
Senior Researcher, Power and Renewable, DNV GL
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2) Applied AI technology to the monitoring and
data management solutions of solar PV assets,
by Sergi Bosque, Regional Manager MEA & India,
GreenPowerMonitor

“Great work with the AI workshop today. The insight
was fascinating the the speakers were excellent.
Fantastic workshop!”
Vahid Fotuhi, Access Power
“Thank you ever so much for well organized event.
I have enjoyed meeting the prominent colleagues
and the welcoming spirit of the conference.”
Davron Sharipov, Skypower
“Thank you for the beneficial Seminar”
Anthony Basil, DAR

MESIA and its President Ahmed
Nada has been very happy to
moderate a panel discussion
about the « Solar Growth:
Financing in the next 5 years” and
will place » on March 26 during
MENA New Energy Update event.
We would like to thank our
panelists for their high level
insights:
Adeel Rafi, CFO
Renewables, General Electric,
Massimiliano Vernaleone, Area
Manager Partner, Enerray Gulf,
Rajit Nanda, Chief Investment
Officer, ACWA Power, Robert
Harker, Partner, DLA Piper
and
Anders
Paludan-Muller,
Investment Director, IFU
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UAE: DEWA Releases RFQ For 900MW 5th Phase Of Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park

Tunisia and Pakistan: Eni Accelerates The Shift To Decarbonization
By Setting Up New Plants

2 March

12 March
The Pakistan plant will be built in close
proximity to the Bhit gas field at which
Eni is the operator with a 40% stake,
through its subsidiary Eni New Energy
Pakistan. The Tunisia plant will be built at
the ADAM oil concession, at which Eni is
the operator with a 25% stake, through its
subsidiary Eni Tunisia BV.
Read more.

Oman: Kuwait-Saudi Consortium Wins $400M Oman Solar Power
Station Bid
Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA)
has issued a Request for Qualification (RFQ) for
developers to build and operate the fifth phase of
the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park,
with a capacity of 900MW. The phase will use
photovoltaic solar panels based on the Independent

Power Project (IPP) model. It will be commissioned in
stages starting from Q2 of 2021. The move supports
the Dubai Clean Energy Strategy 2050 to provide
75% of Dubai’s total power output from clean energy.

18 March

Read more.

Jordan: Ministry To Announce First Round Of Solar Energy
Beneficiaries In April
10 March
The minister said she expects that
the cabinet decision could serve
7,000 households from the fund
annually, highlighting the importance
of the decision in alleviating the
burden of power bills and expanding
the beneficiary base of “Fils Al Reef”
(money generated from fees in
electricity bills).
Read more.
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The project includes the construction, ownership,
and operation of a 500 megawatt independent
power project, which should supply power to 33,000
houses when it begins commercial operations in

early 2021, OPWP said in the report.
Read more.
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Egypt: EBRD Leading The Way In Finance For Pioneering Bifacial
Solar Power
19 March

UAE: DEWA, ACWA Power, And Silk Road Fund Reach Financial
Closing On 950MW 4th Phase Of Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Solar Park
24 March
The solar park will produce 5,000
megawatts by 2030 with investments
totalling AED 50 billion. This is a new
milestone in promoting the use of
clean and renewable energy.
Read more.

UAE: Renewables Could Generate 100 Per Cent Of The UAE’s Power
‘Within 50 Years’
24 March

Scatec proposed the use of bifacial panels for Benban
on the basis that the path-breaking new product
delivered better value in terms of improved yield
and greater durability. By using bifacial technology,

total generation increases because power can be
produced from both sides of the solar panel.
Read more.

KSA: To Tender 600MW Solar Plant In Makkah This Year
24 March
A contract for 600MW will be tendered this
year, with the project set to be developed
in two phases, the Saudi Energy Ministry
announced in a tweet.
Read more.

Adnan Amin, director general of the Abu Dhabi
organisation, made the prediction in a wide-ranging
interview with The National as the 60-year-old
prepares to leave the capital after serving two terms.
He also warned of the existential threat posed by
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climate change, saying the GCC must wean itself
off oil, although he cautioned that could lead to job
losses in the fossil fuel industry.
Read more.
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Solarex

4-6 April 2019Apr 04, 2019
Istanbul Expo Center, Istanbul, Turkey

UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS
2nd North Africa Renewable Energy Summit
24 - 25 April 2019
Casablanca, Morocco

Solarex Istanbul, Turkey’s first and unique
exhibition on solar energy, provides a huge
opportunity to Turkey on the way to being a
solar energy center.
Solarex Istanbul will take place on 4-6 April
2019 for the 12th time. It will be a commercial
platform to have the latest technologies and
combination of new products from all around
the world. Ittakes place annually at Istanbul
Expo Center, Turkey.
Register here.

Webinar: Solar Energy Opportunities In Jordan & Egypt
9 April 2019
Online

With an abundance of land, sunny weather and
burgeoning energy demand, Egypt & Jordan
are already fertile ground for growth for the
solar industry. This webinar will analyse the
sources of past growth and cost reduction, will
consider system needs and growth forecasts
for the future.

As the suitable location for Solar PV and CSP
growing and the high potential for wind energy, the
North Africa Regionis accelerating the development
of Renewable Energy, in order to meet the increasing
energy demand while fighting climate change.
With GOV’s great support and so many ongoing &
upcoming renewables projects, this is best time for
you enter this market.

Summit will pave a knowledge-sharing platform for
you to network with Developers, EPCs, Financers,
Suppliers, etc. Focusing on Morocco, Tunisia and
Algeria, We’re not only present you the updates and
forecasts of North Africa’s Renewables Development
during this Two-Day-Summit, but also arrange an
extra Post-Conference Site Tour which hosted by
Masen (Moroccan Agency for Sustainable Energy).

Taking place in Casablanca, Morocco duringJune 2425, 2019, The 2nd North Africa Renewable Energy

Register here.

AN EYE ON AFRICA

Register here.

Africa Energy Forum 2019
11 - 14 June 2019
Lisbon, Portugal

Oman Energy And Water Conference And Exhibition
22-24 April 2019
Oman Convention & Exhibition Centre, Muscat, Oman
Oman Energy & Water Exhibition & Conference
is an international event dedicated to the
power generation, renewable and alternative
energy and transmission and distribution,
and water-related industries. It is designed to
be a platform for stakeholders to discuss real
issues and solutions to the energy and water
challenges and opportunities in Oman.
Register here.
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The Africa Energy Forum (aef) is the global
investment meeting for Africa’s power, energy,
infrastructure and industrial sectors. What we deliver
is simple: Energy. In One Place.
The Forum’s 20th anniversary took place in Mauritius
from 19-22 June, welcoming over 1600 delegates
for four days of panel discussions and networking
functions focused on Africa’s Energy Sector. The
event took place in 26 purpose-built structures
erected between the Paradis and Dinarobin
Beachcomber hotels in Le Morne, Mauritius.
Register here.

9

SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

Apparel Group Takes A Big Leap Towards Sustainability, Partners With
Sirajpower (MESIA member) To Increase Consumption Of Clean Energy

Sunshine Makeover: Beauty Retailer Goes Solar with Yellow Door
Energy (MESIA member)

28 March

25 March
Yellow Door Energy, a marketleading
solar
developer,
has
commissioned a solar plant for
Kamal Osman Jamjoom Group
(KOJ) in Dubai Investments Park
(DIP). The solar plant will generate
7,100 megawatt hours of clean
energy in the 20-year lease duration,
equivalent
to
reducing
3,100
metric tons of carbon emissions
or removing 680 vehicles from the
road.

Apparel Group, the region’s
leading retailer, today celebrated
the launch of its solar plant at its
warehouse facilities in partnership
with SirajPower, the UAE’s leading
provider of solar roof.
Read more.

Read more.

Ingeteam (MESIA member) Supplies Its Storage Power Station for
Pilot BESS Project in Dubai’s Largest Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum Solar Park
19 March
Amplex-Emirates
LLC
was
awarded a pilot project by DEWA
to install a battery energy storage
system (BESS) at the Mohammed
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park
in Dubai.

JinkoSolar (MESIA member): A Big Jump in Sales and Margin in 2018
26 March

Read more.

Enerwhere (MESIA member) Inaugurates Solar Rooftop Installation
Carried out by Female Project Manager
24 March
On Tuesday 26th February, the
inauguration ceremony was held
for the commissioning of the
246 kWp solar installation on the
roof of Kamal Osman Jamjoom
Co. L.L.C., situated in Dubai
Investment Park (DIP). The entire
rooftop installation was managed
by Sara Oda, a project manager
for Enerwhere, the leading DEWA
certified solar PV contractor based
in Dubai.
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Read more.

For 2018 on a consolidated basis across its business,
JinkoSolar posted a module shipment of 11.4GW in
2018 — a 16 percent increase from the previous year,
marking the third consecutive year with ranking top

in global delivery and a dominant market share of
12.8%.
Read more.
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MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS

WHO’S WHO

What is your role at Susten by Mahindra and how would you describe
your job?
I head the International Business Unit with P&L responsibility for
Mahindra Susten. I am also responsible for the growth and expansion
of the Utility Scale, C&I Roof Top and Storage business in the
International Markets. Having successfully commissioned over 1800
MWp in India with highest safety standards and quality of execution,
Susten is well positioned to be a preferred choice for the developers
in International markets.
How did you start your journey in the solar industry?

Click here

The journey started back in 2007 as founding member of a team in
India’s largest Infrastructure company as Business Analyst and then
grew into various roles from Execution to Business Development
to Strategy as the Solar sector expanded in India with the launch
of JNNSM mission. After joining Mahindra
Susten, the journey accelerated much faster
owing to conducive work culture based on
trust, speed of decision making and strong
cross functional team bonding which lead
to the expansion of the Business in the
PSU market, International markets and also
winning bids in the Storage sector. Today
Susten has offices in 3 countries outside of
India and the journey continues……
What is your most memorable moment in
Solar?
The most memorable moment in Solar is,
when I visited a remote unelectrified village
in Indonesia to look for an opportunity to
electrify it using Solar and make an impact on
the lives of people living there. There was no
electricity in the village and I had to stay back
in the village due to logistical challenges.
The night spent at a local villager’s house,
sleeping on the floor with no electricity and
homely comforts was an amazing experience.
The warmth and love shown by the people is
something I can never forget.

Click here

Mr Manish Singhal

Head International Business
Susten by Mahindra

Click here
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NEW MEMBERS

PARTNER MEMBER

DLA PIPER

PARTNER MEMBER
dlapiper.com
DLA Piper is a global law firm with lawyers located
in more than 40 countries throughout the Americas,
Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia Pacific,
positioning them to help clients with their legal needs
around the world. Awarded “International Law Firm
of the Year” for the past two consecutive years (2017

& 2018 Middle East Legal Awards), their presence in
the MENA region is unrivalled. DLA Piper is at the
forefront of the renewable energy market, advising
sponsors, developers, financiers and regulatory
bodies, amongst others, on the full spectrum of solar
power and solar technology projects.

CORPORATE MEMBER
CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the relevant board
member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairman					 		Abdul Aziz Al Midfa
President					 		Ahmed Nada 		
Vice-President				 			James Stewart 		
Secretary General 			
			
Wim Alen
Finance, Governance And Government Relations Director Khawla Albloushi
Marketing Director 			
			
Gurmeet Kaur 		
Legal Director				 			Derek Kirton 		
International Development Director 			
Karel De Winter		

PIA SOLAR

CORPORATE MEMBER
piasolar.com
Established in 2012, PiA is firmly positioned as the
leading African-born PV mounting systems partner
based in South-Africa. PiA Solar has to date installed
over 500 000 foundations, close to 500MW mounting
structures and in excess of 1 million modules. Their
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chairman@mesia.com
ahmed@mesia.com
james@mesia.com
wim@mesia.com
khawla@mesia.com
gurmeet@mesia.com
derek@mesia.com
karel@mesia.com

EXECUTIVE TEAM
dedicated employees, high quality products and
unblemished track record make them the bankable
solution for all solar projects, facilitating continued
growth into the commercial and industrial sectors.

Event Director 						Micheline Thienpont
Membership Manager 					Karine Metivier 		

micheline@mesia.com
karine@mesia.com

mesia.com

