FEBRUARY 2019

Congratulations to all the Winners of the Annual
MESIA Solar Awards!
- Meet the Shortlised & Winners
- MENA Solar Market Reaches $20 billion

PICTURES OF THE MONTH

MESIA IN THE NEWS

MESIA Solar Awards 2019 Recognition Ceremony

MESIA Unveils 2019 Solar Award Winners

16 January

17 January
In partnership with the World Future
Energy Summit, Solar 2019 unveiled the
winners of the 2019 MESIA Awards during
a gala ceremony held at the Aloft Hotel in
Abu Dhabi on January 16.
MESIA’s Woman of the Year is Dr. Aaesha
Alunaimi, a researcher at the R&D
department of DEWA.
Dr. Aaeshahas
been awarded for her amazing work
and leadership in the research on PV
performance and reliability. She dedicated
her effort to finding new ways to mitigate
failure and degradation of PV modules in
desert climatic condition.
Read more.

Middle East Solar Pioneers Have Their Efforts Recognized
18 January

PV schemes bringing energy to people across
Kenya and North Africa – and pupils and students
in Palestine – as well as across the Middle East, were
among the award winners at this year’s Middle East
Solar Industry Association (MESIA) awards.
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See all the pictures of the ceremony here.

With the winners recognized at an awards night
staged in Abu Dhabi’s Aloft hotel as part of the
World Future Energy Summit (WFES), Saudi

Arabia’s ACWA Power took the high-profile Regional
Company of the Year award for financing and
developing 2.75 GW of renewable energy projects
across the region, including the 300 MW Sakaka
PV project in Saudi and the 950 MW DEWA (Dubai
Electricity and Water Authority) IV concentrating
solar power-PV hybrid project in Dubai.
Read more.
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MESIA SOLAR AWARDS 2019
MESIA Solar Awards 2019 - Picture of the Year
16 January
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MESIA SOLAR AWARDS 2019
By Ghadir Shaar
Founder of LimeLight Media

This is an aerial image of 1MW of a ground mount
solar project in Dubai’s desert at the Emirates poultry.
Picture has been taken with a drawn at sunset.
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MENA Solar Market Reaches $20 billion

Solar Power Gains a Foothold in MENA with 12,000 MW of Projects

16 January

16 January

The 2019 Solar Outlook Report sheds light on recent
developments in MENAs solar markets and outlines
the trends that will shape these markets in the years
ahead.

Read the key highlights here.
Download the Report here.
See the pictures of official launch here.

As the sun rises on 2019, solar energy continues
to gallop forward as a provider of clean
electricity. Across the Middle East, there are
currently over 12,000 megawatts of solar power
projects that have either been awarded, are
under construction or in operation, according to
the 2019 Solar Outlook Report issued today by
the Middle East Solar Industry Association. To
put this number in perspective, it is greater than
all the electricity that was generated in Dubai in
2018, including electricity from natural gas.
Read more.

Renewable Energy Momentum is Now Unstoppable
17 January
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Within six years, the sunny Middle East will have as
much solar power as the US has today, and more
than Germany. By 2030, it will be approaching
China’s current level. After a slow start, this oil and
gas-dominated region has woken up to the potential
of the sun. Major announcements at the World

Future Energy Summit (WFES) in Abu Dhabi last
week, and Vahid Fotuhi’s article in The National last
week, testify to this new awakening.
Read more.
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UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry and MESIA Signed an Important
MoU

NEXTracker Wins Award for Work on Saudi Arabia’s First UtilityScale Renewable Energy Plant

17 January

28 January

During the WFES, the UAE Ministry of Energy and
Industry and MESIA signed an important MoU to

enhance their collaboration for the benefit of the
solar community and all MESIA members.

MESIA Founder Vahid Fotuhi on DubaiEye 103.8
17 January
How long would it take for you to get pay-back on
your home rooftop solar system? MESIA Founder
Vahid Fotuhi explains the numbers!
Listen here.
NEXTracker has just won the Utility Solar Project of
the Year award by the Middle East Solar Industry
Association (MESIA) in recognition of their work for
the Sakaka solar project. The project is the first utility
scale renewable energy plant in Saudi Arabia and
the first renewable energy project that is being built
under King Salman’s renewable energy initiative.
The project was awarded by the Renewable Energy
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Project Development Office (REPDO) of Saudi
Arabia’s Ministry of Energy, Industry and Mineral
Resources (MEIM) and has generated a private
sector capital investment of $302 million whole
leading to the generation of more than 400 clean
energy jobs for local people.
Read more.
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KSA: Launches 1.5GW Second Round of Renewables Programme
29 January
Developers have been invited to submit EOIs
by 14 February for the seven projects, which
will have a combined total capacity of 1.51GW.
Repdo will spearhead the development of 30
per cent of the total capacity, with sovereign
wealth fund Public Investment Fund (PIF) to
oversee the development of the remaining 70
per cent.

KSA: Taqnia Energy Completed the First Phase of the ‘Layla’ Solar
Power Plant
6 January

Read more.

KSA: to Tender 2.22 GW of Solar in 2019 and Wants 40 GW in 2030
10 January

The Renewable Energy Project Development Office
of Saudi Arabia is planning to tender 11 PV power
projects with a combined capacity of 2,225 MW this
year. The country’s solar target for 2023 has been
revised up from 5.9 GW to 20 GW, and that for 2030
set at 40 GW.

capacity of 600 MW. REPDO is intending to tender
another four projects with an installed capacity of
300 MW each named Rabigh, Jeddah, Alras and
Saad.

Some 11 solar projects are set to be tendered this
year, the largest of them the Alfaisalia project, with a
10

Download the Overview of KSA’s Reneable Energy
Program issued by REPDO here.

Read more.

Taqnia Energy announced the completion of work
in the first phase of the Layla Solar Power Plant,
extending across 720,000 square meters with a
production capacity of 10 megawatts.

that operates on solar energy and is directly linked
to the electric grid. The project can cover 10 percent
of the province needs in Al-Aflaj, 300 kilometers
south of Riyadh.

It is the first independent energy production station

Read more.
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Egypt: Dubai’s Alcazar Energy Starts Commercial Operations

Algeria: Launches Tender for 50 MW of Hybrid Solar

20 January

10 January
Energy
company
Shariket
Kahraba wa Taket Moutadjadida
(SKTM), a unit of Algerian stateowned gas and power provider
Sonegalz, issued the tender for
the development of off-grid
hybrid gas/diesel and solar
projects. Through the tender –
published at the end of last year
– SKTM intends to develop five
projects in off-grid areas in the
south of Algeria.
Read more.

Oman: Salalah Port Launches Solar Energy Project
6 January

Dubai-based Alcazar Energy has announced
completion and commencement of commercial
operation of its Egypt Solar 1 PV project, located
in Benban Solar Park in Aswan, Egypt. The project
is one of four projects being developed by Alcazar
Energy in Benban, each with a capacity of 64MW

which are part of the Nubian Suns development
scheme led by the International Finance Corporation
(IFC) in unison with the World Bank, MIGA and the
Government of Egypt.
Read more.

Egypt: First Private PPA for Utility-Scale Solar is Signed
21 January
Egyptian solar company SolarizEgypt says
it has secured a long-term PPA for a utilityscale solar power project it will build in the
Suez governorate, a deal it says is the first
private power purchase agreement for utilityscale solar awarded in the country.
The 25-year agreement relates to a 6 MW
solar plant that will meet up to 4% of the
electricity demand of a facility owned by the
Arabian Cement Company, in Egypt’s Suez
governorate.
Read more.
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Salalah Port has launched a solar energy project which
produces 30 kW of energy. Still in its experimental
phase, the amount of energy generated by solar

cells during the winter season so far was 6,148 kWh.
Read more.
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Bahrain: UAE’s Masdar Bidding on 100MW Solar Energy Project

Jordan: Switched to Renewable Energy with Solar Power

15 January

20 January
Jordan’s movement towards renewable
energy is gaining momentum. The Kingdom,
which is estimated to import around 97
percent of its energy, has ambitious plans to
switch 20 percent of its power consumption
to green energy by 2020. With more than 300
days of sunshine each year, solar energy has
fast become the focus of the state’s energy
investments.
Read more.

UAE: Abu Dhabi Fund for Development Finances Renewable Energy
Projects Worth $1.18bn
20 January

Bahrain is inviting bids for the construction of a
100-megawatt (MW) solar energy plant to power up
its renewable energy production. Additional details
have yet to be revealed of what the kingdom has
called a “large-scale” project, but Abu Dhabi Future

Energy Company (Masdar) has entered the race to
build the scheme.
Read more.

Morocco: to Invest US $14bn in Boosting Renewable Energy Projects
17 January
Morocco is set to invest US $14bn in the energy
sector, mainly renewable energy projects that
that were launched by King Mohammed VI to
meet national needs and commitment to
global efforts to combat climate change and
promote the use of clean energy.
Read more.
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From its inception in 1971 up to December 2018, Abu
Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD), the leading
national entity for international development aid,
has financed hundreds of development projects in

the renewable energy sector around the world worth
AED4.4 billion (US$1.187 billion).
Read more.
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UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS
Webinar: How to Design and Build Cost-Competitive Thermal
Storage (TES) + Variable Renewable (VRE) Projects

UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS
Middle East Electricity 2019
5 - 7 March 2019
DWTC, Dubai, UAE

5 February 2019
Online

As the costs of variable renewable keep steadily
falling and lithium ion (Li-Ion) and other chemical
batteries are still either too expensive or can’t hold
the storage duration required; thermal storage is
becoming to give flexibility to solar photovoltaics &
wind assets.
Hear the experts’ intro to this technological
standpoint which will analyse how this proposition
works, its economies and scalability, in ATA Insights’
next session:

Understand the scope of this opportunity both in
mature renewable energy markets and newcomers
Hear from the companies that are making strides to
provide utilities with long term thermal storage for
their wind and solar PV assets. Assess a proposal
to refurbish decommissioning coal plants to thermal
storage so it can store variable energy for use when
there is demand. Remember, places are limited so
make sure to reserve your spot here today.

In 2019 Middle East Electricity continues to energise
the industry by uniting the global power community.
The world’s leading power event brings together
leading manufacturers, global experts, governments,
procurement, project managers and contractors to
drive cost-effectiveness and efficiency and move
projects forward.

competitive prices from 1,600 companies, niche
solutions providers and fresh-thinking startups

Source progressive power solutions at the most

Register here.

Learn about the smart technologies revolutionising
power generation, distribution and storage. Attend
case-study-led sessions to keep you up to date with
the latest trends and power projects.

Solar Pakistan 2019
15 - 17 March 2019
Expo Centre Lahore, Pakistan

The Solar Show MENA 2019
19 - 20 Febraury 2019
The Nile Ritz-Carlton, Cairo

Solar Show MENA comes in. The Solar Show MENA,
which is co-located with The Wind Show MENA and
The Energy Storage Show MENA, is the renewable
energy event the region has been waiting for and
will help to shape the energy market through sharing
knowledge, educating the market and facilitating
influential meetings.

Over the next three to five years, the Ministry of
Electricity and Renewable Energy plans to add 51.3
GW to current installed capacity. This is where The
16

Bringing together 1000 stakeholders, including
leading policymakers, utilities, local industry
heavyweights and international technology experts
plus a buzzing exhibition, there is simply no better
place for you to connect with the industry.
Register for your pass today here.

As the world’s renewable energy industry continues
to rapidly grow, we are pleased to announce that
the 8th edition of SOLAR PAKISTAN will take place
from 15 – 17 March 2019 at Lahore Expo Centre.
The exhibition will attract key industry leaders,

governments, manufacturers, suppliers, traders,
contractors and partners from across the globe.
Register here.
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AN EYE ON AFRICA

WHO’S WHO

The Solar Show Africa 2019

26-27 March 2019
Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa

ABDULHAMID
The Solar Show Africa is Africa’s largest and longest
running power and electricity show. For 22 years
we have helped shape the regional energy market
through sharing knowledge, educating the market
and facilitating influential meetings.

The Solar Show Africa continues to provide the
meeting place for buyers, sellers and their partners
to do the deals that drive Africa’s energy sector.
Register here.

Africa Energy Forum: Off the Grid and the Regional Energy
Cooperation Summit – East
27-29 March 2019
Addis Ababa

Founder & CEO
Pure Energy Construction
What are you doing?
As one of the founders and CEO of Pure Energy,
a progressive Solar EPC specializing in providing
turnkey and partial services to the clients in the
renewable energy sector, my responsibility is to
make the company as one of the major players in
making Dubai the smartest city in the world, as well
as other emirates and other cities in the region by
developing a platform to innovate, educate and
create new improvement at a fast pace as possible.
What is your most memorable moment in solar?

The meeting will unite regional governments from
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda and Ethiopia,
leading utility and regulatory companies from the
region as well as international financiers, donor
organisations, power developers to focus on what
is needed to unlock investment in energy and
infrastructure for regional growth and development.
Co-locating with the 3rd Off the Grid Summit,

the meeting’s agenda will provide networking
opportunities and open discussions exploring
practical solutions geared at increasing investor
appetite in East Africa.
Register here.

I have several noble memorable occasions but of
course the most precious one in solar projects
experience was the moment H.E Saeed Al Tayer
(DEWA Chairman &MD) awarded us first rooftop
solar project after inauguration of Shams Dubai
initiatives in 2015. In that contract our mission was
to promote solar rooftop PV systems installation in
the Emirate of Dubai. The scope was to do turnkey
EPC and commission solar systems on various Dubai
Governments Buildings in different locations. I’d love
to remember and cherish such moments and with
the support of new team members, we look forward
to getting involved in experiencing several rooftops,
carport, BIPV and ground mount projects and apply
our knowledge and practices to further support
our environment through promotion of renewable
energy of any type in UAE and neighboring countries.
What differences you want to create in UAE and
the region through your new initiatives?

members are key drivers to make us one of the
distinguished fast and quality EPC solution providers.
Considering there is a huge potential of renewable
energy generation in Dubai and neighboring
Emirates and countries, next two years will set the
path for a sustainable delivery protocol.
Our aim is to contribute and be partner in progress
by:
- Educating young fellow citizens through our
knowledge-based portal.
- Provide intelligent and workable solutions for
upcoming domestic and industrial projects.
- Develop a professional relation with local industry
and suppliers and to enhance their contribution
towards implementing quality standards and
using local produced material and components in
upcoming projects. This enhanced support to local
industry will boost their turnovers and they too would
contribute toward building a sustained economy.
Our core strength is EPC, our contribution would be
focused on being associated with turnkey projects
in solo mode or supporting other key competitors in
their operation.
Other core strength which would be instrumental
in future would be Operation & Maintenance (O&M)
of the installed projects. Our O&M team is fully
capable of executing maintenance contracts to
keep the installed projects in topnotch ensuring and
enhancing their power producing performance and
yield.

At Pure energy, our motivated and innovative team
18
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DEWA Signs MoU with TÜV Rheinland (MESIA Member)
to Enhance Cooperation and Exchange Expertise in the
Development of Energy Sector

SirajPower (MESIA Member) Strengthens its Footprint in the UAE
With Expansion to Abu Dhabi
22 January

4 January

Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA)
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with TÜV Rheinland AG company, a leading provider
of technical, consultation services, and quality
assurance in the energy sector. The MoU aims to
establish a framework that will enhance cooperation
and knowledge exchange between both parties,
to achieve shared objectives in various areas like

energy, training, research and development (R&D),
regulations, environmental protection and business
support. This is part of DEWA’s efforts to explore
and shape the future of the world’s energy sector,
and in line with its vision to become a sustainable
innovative Leading Utility.
Read more.

Yellow Door Energy (MESIA member) Raises $65 Million to Scale the
Solar Energy Transition in the Middle East and Africa
28 January

- Siraj Power breaks the ground with the first
commercial lease signed in Abu Dhabi
- Deal signed with Hepworth to install 1.16 MWp PV
under a 20-years leasing scheme
- Strong presence and successful development in

Dubai and new operations in Abu Dhabi bolster
the company’s key support in achieving sustainable
development goals of the UAE
Read more.

Jinko (MESIA Member) Achieves 24.2% Efficiency for its N-Type
Monocrystalline Cell
20 January
Chinese solar panel maker JinkoSolar says
it has achieved 24.2% efficiency for a largearea n-type TOPCon monocrystalline silicon
cell, and that the result has been confirmed
by the Photovoltaic and Wind Power Systems
Quality Test Center at the Chinese Academy
of Sciences (CAS).
Read more.
The investment comes from IFC, Mitsui, Equinor,
APICORP and Adenium and will be used to expand
distributed solar and energy efficiency solutions into
20

new markets, enabling long-term sustainable growth
Read more.
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MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS

Fronius (MESIA Member) Helps Reduce 1 Million Tons Of CO2
22 January

Click here

Click here

Sustainability and social responsibility play a major
role within the core values of Fronius. Fronius
Middle East had launched their regional campaign
‘U2reduceCO2’ in the year 2017. The aim of the
campaign was to use Fronius energy solutions to
help reduce 1 million tons of carbon dioxide. The
emissions saved are determined by the number of
inverters sold, and later installed and connected to
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the solar web portal where one can track how much
carbon dioxide emissions have been reduced.
Fronius Middle East is proud to announce that they
have achieved the target of 1 million tons of CO2
emissions, and plan on creating a bigger target:
helping reduce 5 million tons of carbon dioxide
emissions by the year 2022.
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NEW MEMBERS

PARTNER MEMBER

PURE ENERGY
PARTNER MEMBER
purenergy.ae

Pure Energy is a certified Solar EPC Partner and
executing projects by applying PMI guidelines
as well as Quality, Environment, Health & Safety
Management systems by TUV standards. Pure Energy
has partnered with Bluetop Denmark to deliver range
of different innovative solar carports systems for

every customer need in the region. It can be super
luxury to very cost-effective ones. Furthermore,
they do rooftop and ground mount EPC solutions
to leasing companies, project managers, utilities and
private customers.

CORPORATE MEMBER
CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the
relevant board member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairman					
President					
Vice-President				
Secretary General 			
Marketing Director 			
Legal Director				
International Development Director

VIKRAM SOLAR
CORPORATE MEMBER
vikramsolar.com

Vikram Solar Limited (formerly known as Vikram
Solar Pvt. Ltd.) is a globally recognized leading
solar energy solutions provider, specializing in
high efficiency PV module manufacturing and
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comprehensive EPC solutions. With an international
presence across 6 continents, they are an active
contributor in shaping the solar revolution.

Abdul Aziz Al Midfa
Ahmed Nada 		
James Stewart 		
Wim Alen 			
Gurmeet Kaur 		
Derek Kirton 		
Karel De Winter		

chairman@mesia.com
ahmed@mesia.com
james@mesia.com
wim@mesia.com
gurmeet@mesia.com
derek@mesia.com
karel@mesia.com

EXECUTIVE TEAM
Event Director 				
Membership Manager 			
Research and Content Manager

Micheline Thienpont
Karine Metivier 		
Hany Badr 			

micheline@mesia.com
karine@mesia.com
hany@mesia.com

mesia.com

