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2018 was yet another year of remarkable growth for
the ME Solar Industry. On the Utility scale, we have
seen new countries coming solid into their programs
such as Oman with two large scale projects totaling
600MW and the financial closure of Sakaka 200MW
in Saudi Arabia. We have also witnessed the start of
the DEWA CSP, considered to be the largest CSP in
the world.
The C&I space continues to grow all over the
region with remarkable entrepreneurs delivering/
developing projects in the entire ME region. Despite
its own challenges, this industry segment is the
catalyst for the future and sustainability of the solar
industry in our region.
MESIA continued to be a solid knowledge partner
across the region. Knowledge base content and
activities remain our core focus for our members
and their respective clients. In Q4 MESIA undertook
an important technical workshop related to grid
enhancement and inverters. MESIA also arranged for
a trade mission in Egypt, which opened up further C&I
opportunities. Engagement and attendance from all
stakeholders were just amazing and very productive
across all topics and meetings. The event witnessed
the first cooperation between two regional players
in the C&I space, Clean Max and Enara.

As we come to the closure of 2018, MESIA is
organizing the annual solar award, and I encourage all
our members to actively participate in the different
categories. We have a highly respected jury and
awards will be presented during WFES in Abudhabi.
Our annual Outlook report will also be issued at the
same time.
I wish you all strong 2018 business results and looking
forward to welcoming you on our award dinner night
during WFES in Jan 2019.

Ahmed Nada
MESIA President
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PICTURES OF THE MONTH

MESIA IN THE NEWS

Egypt – Solar Energy Trade Mission

Sun Rises on Egypt’s Solar Energy Market

12-13 November

15 November

Once again, the Middle East Solar Industry
Association (MESIA) and Joint Forces for
Solar together with Eversheds Sutherland as
knowledge and content partner and E-Nara Group
as local partner joint hands to organize the Solar
Trade Mission Egypt on November 12-13 in Cairo.
The conference and business matchmaking event
brought together local decision-makers including
government authorities and key developers with
international companies from the solar industry to

encourage the exchange of ideas and expertise and
pave the way for business partnerships.
See the pictures here.
Download the presentations here:
EETC - Dr Taghrid - Overview of EETC Plans for
Upgrade to Accommodate RE Production
Yellow Door - Case study - Private offtake – Jordan
Eversheds - Private offtake PPAs
CleanMax - Merchant Market in Egypt

In an attempt to bring together decision makers,
investors and solar panel manufacturers, as well as
industry professionals, Egypt hosted a “Solar Energy
Trade Mission” event. Organized by the Middle East
Solar Industry Association (MESIA), in collaboration
with Joint Forces for Solar, the event aimed to

Read more.

KANAV DUGGAL: SNAPSHOT OF THE MONTH

MESIA at Global Solar Leader Summit

NOVEMBER 2018
SNAPSHOT

26 November
Gurmeet Kaur, MESIA Marketing and communication
Director moderated the panel discussion on
‘Harnessing the potential of off-grid solutions:
distributed energy panel’ at The Big 5 Solar, Global
Solar Leader Summit.
The topic was on new technology in mini-grids and
micro-grids and key legal issues surrounding this
in the MENA region. The Big 5 Solar is a three day
conference in Dubai. The Middle East Solar Industry
Association, where Gurmeet is a board member, was
a supporting partner of the conference.

exchange experiences through several discussion
panels, as well as highlight investment opportunities
in the field of solar energy in Egypt.

- 200 MW of tenders (150 MW IPP and 50
MW EPC) under Alegeria’s new auction
system were released just this month
- MESIA address this topic and the context
Mouloud Bakli, President of Club Energia
(Algeria’s solar energy association) and
Managing Director of the Tell Group

Image Credit: Eni

ALGERIA’S SOLAR INDUSTRY
Q&A DISCUSSION WITH
MOULOUD BAKLI

- MESIA tries to understand and explain
how the country’s solar industry will
develop in the near future.

President of Club Energia, Algeria’s Solar Energy Association
Managing Director of the Tell Group

Download the Snapshot here.

by Kanav Duggal
Research & Content
Manager
MESIA

See the pictures here.
M

Empowering
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ﺟﻤﻌﻴﺔ اﻟﺸﺮق اﻻوﺳﻂ ﻟﺼﻨﺎﻋﺎت اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﺸﻤﺴﻴﺔ

Middle East Solar Industry Association
Solar

across

the

Middle

East
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MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

Oman: RFPs for Legal and Commercial & Financial Advisory Service

Egypt: Voltalia Starts Construction of 32 MW Photovoltaic Plant

29 November

8 November
DEWA has signed an amendment to the PPA
with the consortium led by Saudi Arabia’s ACWA
Power for the fourth phase of the Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park. The amendment
includes adding 250MW of photovoltaic solar
panels, at a cost of 2.4 US cents per kilowatt
hour, the world’s lowest. With this addition, the
total capacity of the fourth phase of the solar
park will rise from 700MW to 950MW.

OPWP just issued 2 tenders for the
next Solar project in Oman known as
Solar 22. The tenders are for Legal and
Commercial & Financial Advisory service.
Have a look at the documets here:
Legal Advisory Service
Commercial & Financial Advisory
Service

Read more.

UAE: DEWA adds 250 MW to Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Solar Park to reach 950 MW
5 November
DEWA has signed an amendment to the
PPA with the consortium led by Saudi
Arabia’s ACWA Power for the fourth
phase of the Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum Solar Park. The amendment
includes adding 250MW of photovoltaic
solar panels, at a cost of 2.4 US cents per
kilowatt hour, the world’s lowest. With
this addition, the total capacity of the
fourth phase of the solar park will rise
from 700MW to 950MW.

Jordan: RAI Energy International, Inc. Selected by MEMR for 50 MW
Project
13 November

Read more.

Turkey: Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources Announces Three
Tenders for the Deployment of 1 GW of new PV Capacity
5 November
The Tenders’ capacity will be divided
into 500 MW for the SanliurfaViransehir region, 200 MW in HatayErzin and 300 MW in Nigde-Bor
(which will also comprise a 30 MW/
90 MWh (AC) Li-ion battery storage
site).
Read more.
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The 50 MW project in Jordan is part of MEMR’s
“Initial Ranking for the Qualified Bidders for Direct
Proposals Submission for Solar PV Projects/Round
III based on Base Proposals (50) MW.” RAI Energy
was listed as number two in MEMR’s ranking.

The selection was made as part of an extensive
competitive bidding process.
Read more.
07

MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

Kingdon of Saudi Arabia: ACWA Power and AlGihaz Achieve
Financial Closure for Sakaka PV IPP

UAE: SirajPower, DP World Join Forces on Energy Saving
20 November

15 November
They announced the successful financial
closure of the c. SAR 1.2 billion Sakaka PV IPP,
the first ever utility scale renewable energy
project to be developed in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia under the landmark National
Renewable Energy Program executed by
REPDO.
A new company “Sakaka Solar Energy
Company (SSEC)” has been formed with
ACWA Power holding 70% and AlGihaz 30%
through its subsidiary AlGihaz Renewable
Energy Company to own the Sakaka PV
Plant. SSEC has concluded a 25 years Power
Purchase Agreement with Saudi Power
Procurement Company (SPPC) acting as
offtaker.
Read more.

Algeria: Issues 150 MW Solar Tender
19 November

Solar energy firm SirajPower has joined forces with
DP World to deliver the first batch of 15 MW to the
port operator’s Dubai facilities Jebel Ali Free Zone
(Jafza) and National Industries Park.

summer, the company launched the UAE’s first green
storage and warehouse facilities. As part of its Solar
Programme, it will also install 88,000 PV modules
across the rooftops of its Dubai facilities.

The partnership includes a 22-year lease agreement
to help DP World save its energy consumption. This

Read more.

Oman: Reveals Final Bidders of 500 MW Solar Tender
22 November
Only three consortia are now
competing to build huge solar
park: one formed by Masdar,
Total and Jinko; another led by
Saudi energy company ACWA;
and a third group of companies
led
by
Japan’s
Marubeni
Corporation and the Oman Gas
Company (OGC). The tender is
expected to be finalized early
next year.
Through the tender, the Algerian Government will
select IPP solar projects with a capacity range
of 10-50 MW. The projects, to be located in the
southwestern part of the country, will be developed
08

on a Build-Own-Operate (BOO) basis. Domestic
content rules require the use of solar modules
assembled in Algeria, as well as locally manufactured
mounting structures and cables. Read more.

Read more.
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APPLY NOW FOR MESIA SOLAR AWARDS!

MESIA SOLAR OUTLOOK REPORT 2019
Official Launch of MESIA Solar Outlook Report 2019
WFES Solar Forum
16 January at 12:40pm
By Wim Alen, Vice President - Middle East Solar Industry Association

The Middle East Solar Awards is the industry’s
premier awards ceremony. This annual event, now in
its seventh edition, serves as a platform to recognize
and celebrate exceptional talent and achievements
in the MENA solar market. There are 11 awards

categories and the application process is open to
everyone.

Gold Sponsor

Exclusive event partner
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MESIA's 2019 Solar Outlook Report, the latest version
of our annual research piece, covers the major
highlights from the MENA region’s solar industry
over the past year and explores some of the trends
expected to affect the industry in the coming two to
three years. The report also provides brief analyses

of the main solar markets in the region along with
the developments, challenges and opportunities
influencing these markets.
Read more.

Read more and apply.
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UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS
Workshop – Renewables: A Key Driver For Clean Energy Transition
2 - 3 December 2018
Kuwait City

The EU-GCC Clean Energy Technology
Network in partnership with the Kuwait
Society of Engineers is organising the
Workshop “Renewables: A Key Driver
for Clean Energy Transition” with
focus on Solar Energy Technologies
on 2-3 December 2018, in Kuwait city.

UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS
What Is The Potential Impact of Artificial Intelligence in the Energy
Sector?
12 December 2018
in5 Tech Dubai Internet City

The two day workshop is under the
patronage of the Minister of State
for Housing and Chairman of Public
Authority for Housing Welfare H.E.
Dr. Jenan Boushehri and is organised
with the support of the Public
Authority for Housing Welfare and
in association with Middle East Solar
Industry Association (MESIA). The
event will take place at the National
Library of Kuwait.
Register here.

Clean Air Forum 2018
10 - 11 December 2018
Dusit Thani, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Enrupt is excited to launch in Dubai with an event
dedicated to the topic of “Building The Future Of
Energy With Artificial Intelligence”. We will be
gathering industry and government experts, startups,
energy and tech companies. Join us to learn about

different applications of artificial intelligence and
explore how your organisation and you can benefit.
Register here.

WFES Solar

14 - 17 January 2019
ADNEC, Abu Dhabi
WFES Solar is the essential market place for
the global renewable energy community. With
the UAE and KSA leading the way in solar
and clean energy development, WFES Solar
connects local stakeholders with solution
providers from around the world to execute
the massive solar investments in the region.
WFES Exhibitors access 33,000+ decisionmakers, investors, experts and policymakers from 170 countries whoattend WFES
everyyearto source technologies, network
with solution providers and conduct business.
Register here.
In the UAE, air quality is one of the key issues in the
UAE National Vision 2021 agenda, with an aim to
raise air quality from its current level to 90% by 2021.
With this in mind, the Ministry of Climate Change
and Environment together with its public and private
sector partners has established strategic plans for
each emirate and has implemented sustainable
12

development goals (SDGs) to meet targets set by
the United Nations for 2030. In addition, the UAE
has committed more than USD 840 million (AED
3.1 billion) to renewable energy in more than 30
countries.

If your company is a MESIA MEMBER
we have negotiated special rates for you to
be in the MESIA Pavillion here.

Register here.
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AN EYE ON AFRICA

WHO’S WHO

Southern Africa Renewable Energy Summit

GURMEET KAUR

Partner, Pinsent Masons
Communication and Marketing Director, MESIA

11-12 December 2018
Cape Town, South Africa

In partnership with the IPP Office and the Southern
Africa Renewable Energy Council (SAREC), the
Southern Africa Renewable Energy Summit (SARES)
will take place from 11-12 December in Cape Town.
Over the next few years, Southern African countries

will spend millions upgrading their renewable energy
capabilities to bring electricity to larger and larger
swaths of their populations.
Register here.
What are you doing?

The Solar Show Africa 2019

26-27 March 2019
Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa

I am a partner at Pinsent Masons, a global law firm
specialising in advising clients operating in the
Energy and the renewable energy sector, which is
one of the five key sectors of focus for the firm. I
also have the privilege serving as a board member
and the marketing and communications director of
MESIA.
How did you start your journey in the solar industry?
My journey in renewables started over 12 years
ago whilst working in Australia, where I acted for a
number of energy companies and lenders in wind
projects and ‘clean coal’, which was a new technology
at that time. Five years ago I continued my journey
in the Middle East advising a solar developer and
contractor in their round 1 solar projects in Jordan.
What is your most memorable moment in Solar?

The Solar Show Africa is Africa’s largest and longest
running power and electricity show. For 22 years
we have helped shape the regional energy market
through sharing knowledge, educating the market
and facilitating influential meetings.
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The Solar Show Africa continues to provide the
meeting place for buyers, sellers and their partners
to do the deals that drive Africa’s energy sector.
Register here.

Pakistan and Oman. I have also helped clients in
new areas such as solar leasing in Dubai, wheeling
projects in Jordan, private PPAs in KSA and rooftop
projects in other regions. Recently, I have also
advised on CSP projects, and hence have experience
across different solar technologies. Through my
role at MESIA I have been privileged to work with
like minded people in the industry and it has been
extremely memorable to make a difference in terms
of increasing awareness of solar, promoting industry
events and tackling key industry issues.

I can’t say there is one specific moment, but
the journey itself has been very memorable. It is
extremely rewarding to be a trusted advisor to my
clients and help them find solutions – for example
after Jordan, I advised in all key jurisdictions within
MENA - in Rounds 2 and 3 in Jordan, in IPPs in Dubai,
the REPDO program in KSA, the Egypt FIT program,
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SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

Congratulations to Marubeni (MESIA Member) – PDO Awards
Contract For Large Solar Plant

JinkoSolar (MESIA Member) Together With Schneider Donated a
55kW Off-grid Solar Project in Egypt

4 November

20 November
Petroleum Development Oman (PDO) has
announced it has awarded a contract to build
a landmark 100 megawatt solar photo voltaic
Independent Power Producer (IPP) project
to a joint Japanese-Omani consortium.

JinkoSolar announced a partnership
with Schneider Electric., to donate a
55kW off-grid solar project in Abu Redis,
South Sinai, Egypt.
The remote village called ABU GHURAQD
is located about 30 km away from Abu
Redis, which comprises of 35 families,
Mosque, a school, a small medical center
and three farms. The total connected
power load includes 15kW residential
load and two 25kW irrigation pumps.

The Marubeni Consortium, comprising
the Marubeni Corporation (Japan) as the
lead founder, Oman Gas Company S.A.O.C,
Bahwan Renewable Energy Company
LLC and Modern Channels Services LLC,
won the bidding process which attracted
competitive tenders from highly reputed
global developers in the renewable energy
industry. The plant will provide power for
PDO’s Interior operations and be the first of
its type in Oman. It will also be the world’s
first utility-scale solar project to have an
oil and gas company as the sole wholesale
buyer of electricity.

Read more.

Read more.

DP World Partners with UAE’s SirajPower (MESIA Member) to
Contribute to Nation’s Green Strategy

JinkoSolar Posts Significant Shipment Growth in Q3 amid Insecurity
in the PV Market
27 November

20 November
SirajPower to deliver a first batch
of 15 MW to DP World facilities in
Jafza and National Industries Park.
Around 100 MW solar energy already
provided to UAE businesses under
Dubai Shams Initiative. New deal is
consolidating SirajPower’s leading
market position and footprint in
Dubai. Company planning further
national and regional expansion
and foray into residential market
Read more.

JinkoSolar has reported a surge in
quarterly earnings thanks to its strong
overseas sales. Total solar module
shipments were 2,953 megawatts
(“MW”), an increase of 5.7% from
2,794 MW in the second quarter of
2018 and an increase of 24.4% from
2,374 MW in the third quarter of 2017.
Gross margin increased 2.9 percentage
points Q-over-Q to reach 14.9% in the
third quarter. It was attributable to a
higher level of capacity utilization, cost
improvement. The better-than-expected
profit forecast was supported by the
release of JinkoSolar’s latest flagship
model, Cheetah.
Read more.
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MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS

NEW MEMBERS

PARTNER MEMBER

Click here

SUSTEN BY MAHINDRA
PARTNER MEMBER
mahindrasusten.com

Click here

Mahindra Susten is the clean-tech arm of the
US$20.7 billion Mahindra Group and is one of the
fastest growing portfolio companies and in 7 years.
They have established themselves as one of the
leading companies within the Indian solar industry.

Their key offerings are turnkey EPC (Engineering,
procurement and construction) services for utility
scale solar PV, rooftop solar PV and sustainable
infrastructure.

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Click here

ALION ENERGY
Click here

CORPORATE MEMBER
alionenergy.com

Founded in 2008, Alion Energy has fundamentally
redesigned the way utility scale solar is built and
maintained. As an innovative mounting technologies
and O&M solutions provider, Alion Energy combines

fixed tilt and single axis tracker technology with fully
autonomous O&M robotics to guarantee maximum
power generation at lowest possible overall cost
from PV systems.

Click here
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NEW MEMBERS

DOME INTERNATIONAL LLC
CORPORATE MEMBER
domeint.com

Established in the United Arab Emirates in 1997, the
first Dome Group companies to open in the UAE were
Dome International LLC in Dubai and Dome Oilfield
Engineering & Services LLC in Abu Dhabi, both 100%
UAE owned and managed. The Group has since

expanded to include over a dozen companies with
offices in the UAE, Yemen, Iraq and Oman and a
combined workforce of more than 2000 including a
high percentage of professional technical staff.

NEXTRACKER A FLEX COMPANY
CORPORATE MEMBER
nextracker.com

Founded in 2013, Nextracker operate as an
independent subsidiary of Flextronics International
Ltd (Flex) since October 2015. Flex is a $27B
company with over 200,000 employees worldwide.
With Flex’s 100 manufacturing sites in 30 countries,

NEXTracker is now more scalable, reliable, and
bankable than ever before. Delivering our trackers
for dozens of projects across five continents, they
are one of the fastest growing cleantech companies
in solar today.

CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the
relevant board member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com

SMART AUTOMATION ENERGY LLC

CORPORATE MEMBER
smartae.ae

Smart Automation Energy (SmartAE) is an energy
efficiency partner providing turnkey solutions for
facilities. Their network-based system intelligently
integrates with existing building automation systems
21

and offers a holistic approach to significantly
reducing OpEx. Enabling total control and visibility
for building managers, their system also provides
intuitive dashboards, with simple, real-time data to
illustrate energy performance and savings.
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