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Sener to Connect Morocco’s Noor Solar Power Plant III to Grid
OPWP Announces Second Solar Power Project
With a Capacity of 500MW-1000MW
MESIA Solar Energy Trade Mission Heads to Egypt

MESIA IN THE NEWS

MESIA IN THE NEWS

MESIA Members Discuss New Technology Trends for Inverters
and PV Panel

MESIA at Middle East Electricity Saudi
16 October

31 October
MESIA in partnership with Trina Solar and
Huawei is happy organised a discussion
addressing technical issues and new
trends. In todays extreme competitive
environment, every detail counts to make
a projects more successful and profitable.
This discussion helped
everyone one
enhance and optimise future projects.

MESIA at WETEX
23 October
A full house at today’s TUV solar Workshop
“Solar Investment Risk Mitigation” at the 3rd
Dubai Solar Show, part of the WETEX 2018
Expo. The workshop offered a roadmap for
manufacturers, investors, EPCs and other
solar industry key players.
Gurmeet Kaur, MESIA Marketing Director
delivered an overview on MENA PV Market:
Legal and Business Development Projects’
Requirements at the 3rd Dubai Solar Show
(WETEX).

MESIA Supported Launch for Hanwall by Hanergy
19 October
The world’s largest thin-film power solution
company, Hanergy Thin Film Power Group,
launched its innovative BIPV product -HanWall, the world’s first integrated solar
powered wall solution.
Karel De Winter from MESIA delivered a
keynote about the stat of the solar industry
in the region.

Gurmeet Kaur, MESIA Communication and Marketing
Director was representing the Association during
Middle East Electricity Saudi in October.

Gurmeet Kaur also delivered a keynote presentation
addressing the “Emerging legal considerations in the
Kingdom’s solar marketplace”.

KANAV DUGGAL: SNAPSHOT OF THE MONTH
The Dubai Solar Show illustrates the UAE’s
commitment to achieving it’s sustainability
targets under the UAE Clean Energy
Strategy 2050 and proves that Dubai is on
its way to becoming a major hub for solar
energy deployment by attracting the best
talent, the latest technologies and the most
innovative solutions.
Download Dubai Solar Show Highlights
here.

by Kanav Duggal
Research & Content
Manager
MESIA

Read more.
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MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

Morocco: Sener to Soon Connect Morocco’s Noor Solar
Power Plant III to Grid

Egypt: Developers’ Alliance Helps Bring Egypt’s 1.8 GW
Benban PV Complex Online

28 Sept

3 October
The realization of Egypt’s 1.8 GW
Benban solar complex has posed
a long series of challenges to its
numerous developers. The creation
of the Benban Solar Developers
Association (BSDA) has helped
move the project forward amid
initial grid constraints and several
logistical issues, among others.
Although only one of the 33 projects
has now reached completion, all are
set to be grid-connected by June
2019
Read more.

Sener completed the first synchronization of the
Noor III plant to the Moroccan grid in August.

spans 750 hectares and is expected to supply 500
gigawatt hours per year.

Noor III is a 150 megawatt thermal tower plant which

Read more.

Oman: OPWP Announces Second Solar Power Project
with a Capacity Of 500Mw-1000MW
10 October

Saudi Arabia: Public Investment Fund Denies Media Reports
on 200 GW Project
1 October
The
Lebanese
Center
for
Energy Conservation (LCEC)
has published a list of the 75
Expressions of Interest (EoIs)
for three 100 MW solar PV plus
storage projects. A detailed call
for project proposals will be
circulated to the 75 consortiums
by December 2018.

Currently, OPWP is seeking
proposals from interested bidders
to provide technical consultancy
services for the development
of the project and to advise on
the competitive tendering of the
project. Selected consultants will
assist with advice
Read more.

Read more.
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MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

Egypt: has the Potential to Generate up to 53 Percent of its
Electricity from Renewable Sources by 2030

Tunisia: Deadline Extention
12 October

10 October

RENEWABLE
ENERGY OUTLOOK

EGYPT

Al Tayer was briefed on the progress by Abdul Hamid
Al Muhaidib, Executive Managing Director of Noor
Energy 1, which was launched in a partnership between
DEWA, Saudi Arabia’s ACWA Power and China’s Silk
Road Fund. Al Tayer emphasised the need to adhere
to the highest standards of health, safety, and quality
in the project, as well as executing it according to
schedule.
Read more.

Ministry of Industry and Small and Medium
Enterprises has extended the deadline for
submitting applications for its 70MW second round
solar tender from 18 October to 18 December. In the
tender, 60MW will be made up of separate projects

with maximum capacity of 10MW each. Meanwhile,
the remaining 10MW will be made up of separate
projects with a maximum size of 1MW.
Read more.

UAE: ENOC Completes First Fully Solar-Powered Lubricants
Blending Plant
Based on Renewables
Readiness Assessment
and REmap analysis

25 October

UAE: Students Build 100 Per Cent Solar Powered House in Dubai
11 October
Baitykool, a 100-percent solarpowered house designed for
hot climate is being constructed
at the Amity University campus
in Dubai by French students,
and assisted by students from
the same university. The house
is their entry for the upcoming
Solar Decathlon Middle East, an
architectural and engineering
competition, happening in Dubai
in November.
Read more.
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More than 300 photovoltaic solar PV panels have
been installed on the roof of the 1,000 square metre
warehouse, which will generate over 160,000 kwh/
year of electricity, sufficient to meet the annual

electricity consumption of DLPP. Excess electricity
will be transmitted back to the DEWA grid.
Read more.
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UPCOMING MESIA EVENT

APPLY NOW FOR MESIA SOLAR AWARDS!

Solar Trade Mission

12-13 November
Mariott , Zamalik, Cairo, Egypt

The Middle East Solar Awards is the industry’s
premier awards ceremony. This annual event, now in
its seventh edition, serves as a platform to recognize
and celebrate exceptional talent and achievements
in the MENA solar market. There are 11 awards

Be prepared for one of the biggest and most powerful
solar events in Egypt! Much has been achieved in
Egypt but it has not been without its challenges.
- What will the future of renewables and cleantech
look like over the next few years?
- What can we as a sector do to help it move in the
right direction?
08

Join us for the comprehensive two-day event and
get a better steer on the direction of travel in this
significant market and get connected with those,
who matter to your business incl. big corporates,
developers and banks.

categories and the application process is open to
everyone.
Read more and apply.

Exclusive event partner

Read more.
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UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS
Project, ECA & Structured Finance Middle East & Africa 2018
6 - 7 November 2018
Dubai

UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS
Saudi Renewable Energy Summit 2018
25-26 November 2018
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia is transforming within the
spirit and text of the renewable energy
project. Saudi Arabia believes that it
predominantly depends on the private
sector as it is the chosen partner providing
key services in terms of energy, education,
healthcare and transportation to achieve
the goals of the National Transformation
program and Vision 2030.

Project, ECA & Structured Finance
Middle East & Africa is the only
event to bring together over 600
senior executives from governments,
developers,
corporates,
GREs,
investors, ECAs & lenders to discuss
the region’s increasingly complex
funding requirements.
Register here.

Webinar: Solar Energy Opportunities in Pakistan
7 November 2018
Online

Pakistan’s great solar potential hasn’t
gone unnoticed, as shown by the fact
that there are more than 400 MW in
operation and a further 956.8 MW
under development. And in a country
where electricity demand dwarfs
supply and is faced with the prospect
of importing more and more energy,
solar energy looks like one of the best
alternatives for Pakistan.

Register here.

The Big 5 Solar 2018

26 - 29 November 2018
Za’abeel Hall 6, Dubai World Trade Centre
The Big 5 Solar 2018, a premier event
for the solar industry, returns for its
second year on November 26 – 29, 2018
at the Dubai World Trade Centre to
bring together hundreds of influential
decision makers and professionals
from local and international brands
for 4 days of business and networking
opportunities.

Register here.

Register here.

Clean Air Forum 2018
EIF 2018 – XI. International Energy Congress and Exhibition
8 - 9 November 2018
Ankara, Turkey

EIF 2018 – XI. International Energy
Congress and Exhibition which
is organized unders auspices of
Republic of Ministry of Energyand
Natural Resources,betweenthe dates
of 8-9, November, 2018 in Ankara –
Turkey by Global Energy Association
and Domino Exhibition Company.
Register here.
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10 - 11 December 2018
Dusit Thani, Abu Dhabi, UAE

In the UAE, air quality is one of the
key issues in the UAE National Vision
2021 agenda, with an aim to raise air
quality from its current level to 90%
by 2021. With this in mind, the Ministry
of Climate Change and Environment
together with its public and private
sector partners has established
strategic plans for each emirate
and has implemented sustainable
development goals (SDGs) to meet
targets set by the United Nations
for 2030. In addition, the UAE has
committed more than USD 840
million (AED 3.1 billion) to renewable
energy in more than 30 countries.
Register here.
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AN EYE ON AFRICA

WHO’S WHO

Future Energy Nigeria

Joachim Altpeter

Executive Director
Region Middle East and Africa
Ibvogt

7 - 8 November 2018
Lagos, Nigeria

Future Energy Nigeria has evolved from the West
African Power Industry Convention (WAPIC).
This energy conference and expo addressing the
Nigerian power crisis through industry connectivity
and creative solutions. After 15 years of successfully
driving new and existing industry relationships across
the region, WAPIC has established its base in Nigeria
to support the privatisation of the Nigerian power
space. A country going through a tough economic
cycle, compounded by a struggling energy sector,
it is now that the platform of a meeting place to
engage industry stakeholders keen to represent the
sector is more important than ever.
Register here.

Africa Investments Forum & Awards
8 November 2018
Location: Pavillon d’Armenonville, Paris

The Africa Investments Forum & Awards is dedicated
to Africa business opportunities in the Energy,
Mining, Infrastructure & City planning, M&A, Growth
Strategies, and Real EstateIndustries.
The Africa Investments Forum & Awards brings
together a high profile audience of over 400
top-levelpublic and private decision makers:
CEOs, Managing Directors, Investment Directors,
International Directors, Experts and Institutional
players to discuss, network, debate and reward the
key players in these sectors.
Register here.

What are you doing?
As Executive Director Business Development I am
responsible for the development and execution of
PV solar projects in the Middle East and Africa. We
are a provider for turnkey utility-scale PV power
plants, offering an all-round service of project
development, EPC and O&M, accompanied by
thorough documentation and certification. It is part
of our strategy to maintain balanced, long-term joint
venture partnerships to combine local market knowhow with our international expertise in technology,
financing and EPC for the joint development and
realization of projects.
How did you start your journey in the solar industry?
My first large-scale solar projects were 10 years
ago in Europe and afterwards in the new emerging
market of South Africa. It was challenging, but as the
result, these projects are producing clean energy in
a new area.
Since then I worked all around the world, realizing
PV solar projects across Europe, Asia, Middle
East, Africa and the US. While the market in many
countries is still in an early stage, we believe it holds
enormous potential for solar and solar plus storage.
We are committed to realizing that potential and will

12

further expand our activities in the Middle East and
Africa
What is your most memorable moment in Solar?
My most memorable moment in solar was the official
inauguration of the first 64 MWp project realized
end of 2017 in the Benban Solar Complex in Upper
Egypt. We successfully managed a very complex
project development under the first round of the
Egyptian feed-in tariff program, including financing
and obtaining a German Export Credit Guarantee.
After the financial close, we were the first to build
a plant in the middle of the Egyptian desert and
to defy the challenges of constructing such a big
infrastructure project under extreme conditions.
Seeing everything finally coming together and
celebrating this milestone for the country and its
people with our Egyptian partner Infinity Solar was
astounding. We are very motivated to deploy three
more projects of 166 MWp until end of 2018 in the
second round of the Egyptian feed-in tariff.
We have a strong track record of successful projects
at ib vogt and we believe in the future of solar energy
in many new countries in Africa and the Middle East.
We believe in clean and cheap energy that creates
local benefit and growth.
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SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS

Jinko Solar (MESIA member) Sets Record - The All-new Cheetah
Series 410Wp performance
4 October
Jinko’s 410 W Cheetah module is
the world’s highest-performing
commercially
mass-produced
mono-facial module, bringing the
industry into the new age of PV 4.0
with mainstream module output
of over 400 W. The module is
designed to meet the needs of the
ultra-high performance markets,
such as the likes of China’s “Super
Top Runner Program”.

Click here.

Read more.

SirajPower (MESIA member) adds Apparel Group to its growing
portfolio of solar plants in Dubai
14 October

NEW MEMBERS

SirajPower has signed a 15 year’s
leasing scheme under which it
will install, finance and operate
a 1.8 MWp PV system on two of
Apparel’s warehouses in Jebel
Ali Free Zone (JAFZA). The
solar plant is expected to cover
more than 50% of the company’s
electricity consumptions, saving
1,750 tons of CO2 during the first
year of operation.
Read more.

Yellow Door Energy (MESIA member) Successfully Commissions a
3.96 Megawatt Solar Park in Jordan
31 October
The Wadi Al Aash (“WAA”) Solar
Park opening ceremony was held
earlier this week and was witnessed
by His Excellency Yousef AlShawarbeh, Mayor of Amman and
His Excellency Engineer Farouq
Al Hiary, Chairman of Board
of Commissioners, CEO of the
Energy and Minerals Regulatory
Commission (EMRC).

LONGI Energy

Partner Member
http://en.longi-solar.com
Headquartered in Xi‘an China, LONGi New Energy Co.,Ltd.
is a wholly owned subsidiaryof LONGi Green Energy
Technology Co.,Ltd (SH.601012), the world’s largest
manufacturer of monocrystalline silicon PV products with
the world- leading efficient mono-crystalline PV system,
extraordinary R & D capability, global service network
and resource integration capability.

Read more.
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CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the
relevant board member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com
Chairman					
President					
Vice-President				
Secretary General 			
Marketing Director 			
Legal Director				
Research Director				
International Development Director

Abdul Aziz Al Midfa
Ahmed Nada 		
James Stewart 		
Wim Alen 			
Gurmeet Kaur 		
Derek Kirton 		
Waseem Qureshi		
Karel De Winter		

chairman@mesia.com
ahmed@mesia.com
james@mesia.com
wim@mesia.com
gurmeet@mesia.com
derek@mesia.com
waseem@mesia.com
karel@mesia.com

mesia.com

