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The future of concentrated solar power (CSP) in
the MENA region looks very bright indeed, writes
Kanav Duggal from the Middle East Solar Industry
Association. While the global solar industry has
been on a rapid growth trajectory over the past

decade, more recently, the emergence and cost
competitiveness of CSP technologies has been quite
notable, especially in the MENA region.
Read more.

KANAV DUGGAL: SNAPSHOT OF THE MONTH
When analyzing the emergence of rooftop
solar projects, it is vital to understand
that, for sustained growth to take place
along the value chain, the time required to
turnaround a project plays a key role.
Meaning that, as the rooftop solar market
grows in the wider MENA region, solar
installers will be pushed to deliver projects
in half the time, at half the cost and double
the quality at which they are currently
being delivered, irrespective of their size
and nature. Therefore, one must look at the
associated time, cost and quality dimension
of a project and ensure preparedness.

by Kanav Duggal
Research & Content
Manager
MESIA

Download here.
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Installing large-scale wind and solar projects in the
Sahara could increase rainfall and help the desert
bloom, according to research released this month.
The U.S.-led study used a climate model to show

how renewable infrastructure could change local
weather patterns in deserts.
Read more.
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Saudi Arabia: Shelves Work on SoftBank’s $200 Billion Solar Project
1 October

Lebanon: Unveils Submissions For 300 MW Solar+Storage Tender
17 September

The Lebanese Center for Energy Conservation
(LCEC) has published a list of the 75 Expressions of
Interest (EoIs) for three 100 MW solar PV plus storage
projects. A detailed call for project proposals will be
The stalled project marks a setback for a partnership
between Saudi Arabia and SoftBank that has
pursued ambitious ideas. The project would have
turned the world’s most important oil producer into
a giant in solar power, ultimately generating about

circulated to the 75 consortiums by December 2018.
Read more.

200 gigawatts of energy—more than three times
what the country needs every day.

Turkey: EBRD Backs Turkey’s Akfen Renewables With $102 Million
To Build Solar And Wind Farms

Read more.

11 September

Tunisia: Government Launching 700 MW Solar Project In Tunisian
Sahara
14 September
The Project will be the main
component
of
the
Desert
Development Project, announced
by the Tunisian Prime Minister
Youssef Chahed, in November
2017. The enactment of the first
phase of the Project will be by
the implementation of a 200 MW
solar project in the Remada region
sometime between 2018 and 2020.
Read more.
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EBRD backs Akfen Holding’s renewables portfolio,
one of the largest in Turkey. US$ 50 million for four
wind farms, US$ 52 million for nine solar projects.
The Bank reinforces commitment to the Turkish

economy. The combined capacity of the new solar
PV plants will be 85MW.
Read more.
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Jordan: Round 3 PV Auction Attracts Lowest Bid Of $0.02488/KWH
10 September

Kuwait: Construction Tender Opens For Kuwait’s 1.5GW Dabdaba
Solar Project
18 September

The results of Jordan’s Round 3 solar PV auction
have been announced. Jinko Power (HK) Company
Limited submitted the lowest bid of US$0.02488/
kWh. Jinko, along with two other companies, are
now in pole position to be awarded projects. A final

decision will be made after the financial offers have
been validated, among other things.
Read more.

Egypt: Eyes Cheaper Solar Bids For 600MW Solar PV Project
14 September

Kuwait’s national oil company has listed a tender for
the construction of its planned Dabdaba solar energy
project, part of the country’s plans to produce 15% of

its power needs from renewable sources.
Read more.

UAE: Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer Reviews Progress On 700MW 4th
Phase Of Mohammed Bin Rashid Solar Park
19 September

The Egyptian Electricity Transmission Company,
EETC has now set a maximum price of $0.025 for
the ongoing tender for 600 MW of PV capacity in
the West of Nile Area. This comes after the price
of solar power crossed the $0.03 threshold in the
06

tender for the 200 MW Kom Ombo solar project in
early August.
Read more.

Al Tayer was briefed on the progress by Abdul Hamid
Al Muhaidib, Executive Managing Director of Noor
Energy 1, which was launched in a partnership
between DEWA, Saudi Arabia’s ACWA Power and
China’s Silk Road Fund. Al Tayer emphasised the

need to adhere to the highest standards of health,
safety, and quality in the project, as well as executing
it according to schedule.
Read more.
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UPCOMING MESIA EVENT

UAE: Sami Khoreibi Discusses Rooftop Solar Growth In Dubai

Solar Trade Mission

12-13 November
Mariott , Zamalik, Cairo, Egypt

5 September
In an interview with Utilities Middle East, Enviromena
chief executive, Sami Khoreibi, said that the main
catalyst is the savings to users. “From what we
have today, we expect around a six times growth in
rooftop installations – or commercial and industrial
(C&I) leases,” he said. “Today we are offering
significant savings off the Dewa tariffs under longterm leases which not only provide savings today
but also provide a hedge to the continued increase
of energy and electricity costs for the next 20 years.”
Read more.

UAE: Agrees To Reduce Electric Power Consumption Fees For
Industries
11 September
The UAE Cabinet instructs Federal Electricity & Water
Authority to reduce electricity charges on large
factories by 29%, small & medium-sized factories by
10%-22%, and waive electricity connection fees for
new factories.
Read more.

MESIA note: This will apply for Northern Emirates
only (Regulated by FEWA): Ajman, Umm Al Quwain,
Dhaid, Fujairah, Dibba-Al Fujairah and Ras Al
Khaimah)

Global Solar: Where’s Hot And Where’s Not - Sterling & Wilson
(MESIA Member)’s Take
5 September
PV Tech caught up with Vikas Bansal, head of
Business Development, Solar International, at one of
the world’s largest solar EPC firms, Sterling & Wilson,
to discuss which geographies show the most promise
for solar development at present and in the future.
Read more.
Be prepared for one of the biggest and most powerful
solar events in Egypt! Much has been achieved in
Egypt but it has not been without its challenges.
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- What will the future of renewables and cleantech
look like over the next few years?
- What can we as a sector do to help it move in the
right direction?

Join us for the comprehensive two-day event and
get a better steer on the direction of travel in this
significant market and get connected with those,
who matter to your business incl. big corporates,
developers and banks.
Read more.
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UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS

Middle East Electricity Saudi

Webinar: What Cybersecurity Means
For The Power Generation Industry
9 October 2018
Online

UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS

15 -17 October 2018
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Digital technologies are playing an
increasingly important role in the
energy sector. As the energy system
gets smarter, it can perform tasks
more precisely and faster with little or
no human interaction. Although this
brings efficiency gains, it also means
that addressing cyber risks is critical
for energy security and economic
resilience.

In line with Saudi Vision 2030, Middle
East Electricity Saudi brings together
a range of key stakeholders, from
power
manufacturers,
suppliers,
domestic wholesalers and distributors
to thousands of visitors from across
the Kingdom and neighbouring
countries, all with decision making
competence.
Register here.

Register here.

Oman Sustainable Energy And Technology Summit
11 October 2018
Oman

The
developmental
goals
for
sustainability
and
renewable
energy have been set in most of
the MENA countries. There are
increasing possibilities of accelerated
development of energy infrastructure,
technological upgrade and human
resource development respectively,
to promote innovative ideas in the
sector.
Register here.

Webinar: What Big Data Means For The Power Generation Industry
11 October 2018
Online

Investments by the Power Generation
sector on big data have ballooned
by a factor of 10, according to
industry experts. This isn’t surprising,
considering that high performance
data storage and processing has
become cheaper and more powerful
than ever.
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TÜV Rheinland Workshop “Solar Investment Risk Mitigation”
23 October 2018 - 12:30 - 5:30
Dubai International Convention and Exhibition Centre - Worshop Area (Hall 3 - Nr. Y24)
TÜV Rheinland is pleased to announce
its participation at the 3rd Dubai
Solar Show, part of the WETEX 2018
expo. As a knowledge partner of the
event, they will be hosting a one-day
workshop. The workshop includes
two sessions covering the following
thematic blocks:
1 to 2:45 PM - PV Power Plants Technical, Financial and Legal Market
Overviews and Project Requirements
3:15 to 5 PM - PV Modules - Climate
Impact, Higher Revenues and Data
Driven Decision Making
Download agenda here.
Register here.

Project, ECA & Structured Finance Middle East & Africa 2018
6 - 7 November 2018
Dubai

Energy companies have realized
that this represents an unparalleled
opportunity to derive value from
aggregating and analyzing billions of
data points.

Project, ECA & Structured Finance
Middle East & Africa is the only
event to bring together over 600
senior executives from governments,
developers,
corporates,
GREs,
investors, ECAs & lenders to discuss
the region’s increasingly complex
funding requirements.

Register here.

Register here.
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AN EYE ON AFRICA

WHO’S WHO

Future Energy Nigeria

Son Meng

Founder & CEO
Leadsun

7 - 8 November 2018
Lagos, Nigeria

Future Energy Nigeria has evolved from the West
African Power Industry Convention (WAPIC).
This energy conference and expo addressing the
Nigerian power crisis through industry connectivity
and creative solutions. After 15 years of successfully
driving new and existing industry relationships across
the region, WAPIC has established its base in Nigeria
to support the privatisation of the Nigerian power
space. A country going through a tough economic
cycle, compounded by a struggling energy sector,
it is now that the platform of a meeting place to
engage industry stakeholders keen to represent the
sector is more important than ever.
Register here.

Africa Investments Forum & Awards
8 November 2018
Location: Pavillon d’Armenonville, Paris

The Africa Investments Forum & Awards is dedicated
to Africa business opportunities in the Energy,
Mining, Infrastructure & City planning, M&A, Growth
Strategies, and Real EstateIndustries.
The Africa Investments Forum & Awards brings
together a high profile audience of over 400
top-levelpublic and private decision makers:
CEOs, Managing Directors, Investment Directors,
International Directors, Experts and Institutional
players to discuss, network, debate and reward the
key players in these sectors.
Register here.

What are you doing?
I started Leadsun with more than 20 years of
experience in technology and product development
in the field of Solar lighting with “All in Technology” in
its infancy when most advanced features manifested
as physical instead of virtual. It became clear to
me that this industry requires constant, ongoing
upgrades with innovation or your knowledge and
expertise will quickly expire.
For over a decade, I have provided world-class
solar lighting solutions to the largest companies,
municipalities, and governments in the world and
turned Leadsun it into an internationally recognized
brand for the solar street lighting and solar off-grid
solution that is adopted around the world.
Now, my guidance, research, and the constant
learning demanded by rapidly changing technology
in the solar industry all merge to create innovative
solar solutions that serve both individuals and
corporations in making the world a better place for
our future.
How did you start your journey in the solar industry?
In the beginning, I didn’t actually step into the
solar industry. I was looking for offering some
innovative solution in the lighting industry with the
latest technology to make people’s lives better.
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Decades back, when I visited a lithium-ion battery
manufacturing company, I was surprised to see the
scale of applications the lithium battery can reach
and its potential. And when I saw the installation of
last generation solar street lights where the workers
were burying the large lead-acid battery into the
ground, I foresee a strong sense for a demand. And,
with the development of solar energy and battery
control technology, we started developing the All
in One integrated technology for solar street lights
without any hesitation.
What is your most memorable moment in Solar?
We are into the solar applications industry for more
than 10 years and there are quite a lot of memorable
moments. But there was one which touched my
heart very much. It was in Nigeria where the very first
installation of the Leadsun Angel Eyes solar street
light. The project is for providing the electricity and
lighting to a remote village for the very first time.
And for that project happen, our team worked all
over the night to meet the tight delivery schedule
and on the next day we successfully finished and
shipped it. With our exceptional teamwork and
hard work, we made it happen. For the inauguration
ceremony I was there and the Chief of the tribe was
honored and he cut the ribbon amongst the crowd
and I saw the locals were so happy and celebrating.
When I saw their eyes filled with happiness, I sensed
a strong meaning for our mission. Our solar street
light really making a difference in people’s lives and
our team worked hard to achieve it. So, we continued
to make that difference by developing brighter ideas
for the brighter future.
Visit the Leadsun website here.
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SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS

Ingeteam (Mesia Member) Secured Supply And Installation
Contract For 500 Mw Photovoltaic Plant In Spain
6 September 2018

Spanish
inverter
manufacturer
Ingeteam Power Technology S.A. has
secured the supply and installation
contract for Europe’s largest PV
project. The »Mula« solar plant, located
in the south-east of the municipality
of Mula in the region of Murcia, Spain,
will have an installed power capacity
of 500 MW.

CORPORATE

ISSUE 4 | AUGUST 2018

NEWSLETTER
INTRODUCING JUBAILI BROS
SOLAR DIVISION

Read more.

ADDING NEW DIVISION TO OUR BUSINESS PORTFOLIO

Click here.

Jubaili Bros is a leading provider of Power Solutions in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia.
Jubaili Bros Solar is a division of Jubaili Bros launched in early 2017, marking the completion
of Jubaili Bros 40 years in Power Solutions. JB celebrated the success by adding this reliable
and sustainable power source to its core business of Diesel Generator Sets.

Apricum (Mesia Member) Appoints Global Solar
Industry Leader Prof. Eicke Weber As Senior Advisor
5 September 2018

Apricum, a transaction advisory and
strategy consulting firm specialized
in renewable energy and cleantech,
announces the appointment of Prof.
Eicke R. Weber to the senior advisor
team. Prof. Weber is one of the
world’s leading solar experts with an
extensive career spanning decades in
research, academia and business in
Europe, Asia and the USA.

Jubaili Bros Solar strategy will focus on solar distribution. We will build relationships with
EPC's by supplying equipment, providing leads, ﬁnancing, training, engineering and
technical support. We will also focus on providing solar hybrid system solutions with
generators and batteries.
Jad Jubaili
Business Development Manager

Jubaili Bros Solar is proud to announce that we are a distributor of SMA, Huawei Inverters
and K2 Systems mounting structure. We will be carrying inventories of these components
in UAE, South Africa, Lebanon and Nigeria. We will also stock JA Solar and Trina Solar Panels
for supply to our EPC customers.
Visit www.JubailiBros.com/Solar for more details.

TRAINING WITH SMA, HUAWEI AND K2
Last month, Jubaili Bros did a 3-day technical seminar marathon at
our facilities in Dubai. Every day was dedicated to an in depth
understanding of the solar products we represent. The interactive
seminar combined technical input, product introductions and
practical hands on experience by our partners from K2
Systemsmounting structure, SMA and Huawei.
Our targeted audience included EPC’s and consultants in the region.
We thank everyone for attending in such a large number. Our aim is
to educate the stakeholders to use the best practices when choosing
a product, and calculate all the factors involved in making such
selection.

Click here.

We plan on organizing regular events and hope to have those interested join us!

Read more.

Jinkosolar (Mesia Member)’S Net Profit Of
Q2 Has Seen An Increase Of 2653% From Q1
5 September 2018

JinkoSolar’s 2018 Q2 solar module
shipments and revenues increased
38.7% sequentially to 2,794MW,
mainly driven by continuous demand
and new product launches. Gross
profit increased 11%, and particularly
net profit of Q2 has seen an increase
of 2653% from the previous quarter
and 109% increase from the second
quarter of 2017, as a result of strong
global sales network, higher capacity
utilization, and industry leading cost
structure helped offset the impact
from new policies issued by the
Chinese government on May 31st.
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Read more.

Click here.
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CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the
relevant board member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com
Chairman					
President					
Vice-President				
Secretary General 			
Marketing Director 			
Legal Director				
Research Director				
International Development Director

Abdul Aziz Al Midfa
Ahmed Nada 		
James Stewart 		
Wim Alen 			
Gurmeet Kaur 		
Derek Kirton 		
Waseem Qureshi		
Karel De Winter		

chairman@mesia.com
ahmed@mesia.com
james@mesia.com
wim@mesia.com
gurmeet@mesia.com
derek@mesia.com
waseem@mesia.com
karel@mesia.com

mesia.com

