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As summer holidays are behind us, I hope everyone
had a chance to unlock from our busy schedules and
take some time off with families and friends.
With one quarter to go in 2018, we continue to
see worldwide growth of our industry, and further
execution of projects already awarded over the last
18 months or so. On the large scale utilities projects,
Egypt got another competitive tariff for its first Open
and Unsubsidized Bid project, Komombo 200MW. A
very positive surprise for the country following its
FIT program and the region is still awaiting Jordan
Round 3 results too.

I also wanted to update you on MESIA contribution
to Sheik Zayed Year of giving. MESIA is working
on a collaboration program with the ministry of
education and schools by establishing a sustainability
competition. MESIA aims at rooting and imbedding
sustainability, solar and renewable concepts as a way
of life among the next generations of professionals
at school levels. The program is created and
managed through a competent agency to create a
professional sustainability simulation with an exciting
competition. More to come in the next few months.
I wish you all a great Q4 and successful 2018 closure.

MESIA is organizing a trade mission to Egypt on 2nd
week of November. I encourage all our members to
take an active participation as may be relevant and
support this important event. We have listened to
our members and delayed the Iraq trade mission
until further clarity arises on that country.
On the C&I space, and following a technical issue that
could seriously impact that PV industry segment
growth in UAE, MESIA team members have formed
a task force to work with the relevant stakeholders
to present the necessary solutions and ideas to the
Dubai authorities. This is work in progress and you
will be updated with the situation as soon as we get
further details.
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Morocco: MESIA as Keynote During CSP FOCUS MENA in Marrakech

UAE: Start-ups Bank on Region’s Long Spells of Sunshine

27 June

29 July

Gurmeet Kaur, Marketing and Communication
Director of MESIA has proudly represented the
Association and delivered keynote speech about
CSP outlook in the region. In general, CSP Focus
MENA 2018 provided one of the most powerful and

effective platform for all industry players from the
sector. Held during June 27-28 in Marrakech, CSP
Focus MENA 2018 welcomed 200 CSP and solar
thermal thought leaders from MENA and abroad.

Wim Alen, general secretary of the Middle East Solar
Industry Association, agreed that the best market
strategy is that customers will eventually have low
electricity prices. This has “changed the perception

of policymakers and industry leaders,” he said.
Read more.

UAE: A Guide To Going Solar in the UAE
24 July

KANAV DUGGAL: SNAPSHOT OF THE MONTH

August 2018
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Within the last two decades, rapid
technological change has helped weave
industries like IT, Finance and Media into
the digital sphere. So called “digitalization”
has
transformed
businesses
within
these industries and reshaped their core
operating strategies in the process. For
some perspective, in May 2016, the top 15
public internet companies held a market
capitalization of $16.7 billion, a figure
dwarfed by the market cap of the top 15
companies in 2016, $2.1 trillion1.

Rooftop solar is growing quickly in the UAE, writes
Kanav Duggal from the Middle East Solar Industry
Association

Similarly, Dubai’s Clean Energy Strategy in particular
aims to have 75 per cent of the emirate’s energy
generated from clean sources by the same deadline.

The UAE as a whole plans to have 44 per cent of
its electricity generated from clean sources by 2050.

Read more.
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Tunisia: The Ministry of Energy, Mines, and Renewable Energy
(MEMRE) has Extended the Deadline for 200 MW of RE

KSA: Zahid Group Buys Into Top European Solar Project Developer
22 August

2 August

Saudi-based Zahid Group said one of its subsidiaries
Omas has reached an agreement with The
Greencells Group, one of the biggest providers of
solar photovoltaics (PV) power plants in Europe, to
Project 1 will be developed on a build, own and
operate basis, and comprise of at least two individual
power production farms, each with a maximum
capacity of 100 MW. The project will be backed by
an extendable 20 year concession agreement and

acquire a 50 per cent stakee in the company.
Read more.

at the end of the concession, the ownership of the
power farm may be transferred to the MEMRE.

UAE: Total Eyes UAE Licensing Rounds And Regional Renewables
Projects

Read more.

20 August

Egypt: 200 MW Solar Tender Boasts Sub-$0.03 Bids
13 August
The
Egyptian
Electricity
Transmission Company is currently
reviewing six bids for the 200
MW Kom Ombo solar PV project
including two bids both of which
were below the $0.03 mark,
causing an immediate publicity
campaign from the two companies
involved, Spanish solar developer
Fotowatio Renewable Ventures
and Saudi energy giant ACWA
Power.
Read more.
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French oil major Total is eyeing opportunities to
invest in oil and gas blocks in Abu Dhabi, Ras Al
Khaimah and other emirates, even as it looks to drive

business for its newly established solar entity.
Read more.
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UAE: DEWA Commissions 2MWp Solar Carport Project
16 August

Egypt: Set To Open Its First Solar Farm – And It’s The Largest
In The World
4 August

The project covers a total of 885 parking spaces
in two locations, using 6,700 locally manufactured
solar modules, spanning an area of 13,200 square

metres with a total production capacity of 2,000 kW.
Read more.

Jordan: Power Shortage: Kingdom Turns To Renewables, Nuclear
And Oil-Shale
1 August

A central pillar of Jordan’s diversification strategy
is developing a sizeable renewable energy sector.
While the country is not blessed with the same easily
extractable hydrocarbons resources as many of its
neighbouring countries, it has favourable conditions
to develop significant solar and wind energy
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capacity. Amman had set a target for renewables to
produce 10% of its total power by 2020, but following
commendable progress with its feed-in-tariff (FIT)
programme, it is now hoping to surpass this.
Read more.

The Benban complex, which will be operated by
major energy companies from around the world,
is expected to generate as much as 1.8 gigawatts
of electricity, or enough to power hundreds of
thousands of homes and businesses. It will consist

of 30 separate solar plants, the first of which began
running in December, and employ 4,000 workers.
Read more.
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UPCOMING MIDDLE EAST INDUSTRY EVENTS

Egypt: SOLAR ENERGY TRADE MISSION

Middle East Electricity Saudi

Mid-November (TBC)

Date: 15th-17th October 2018

In line with Saudi Vision 2030, Middle
East Electricity Saudi brings together
a range of key stakeholders, from
power
manufacturers,
suppliers,
domestic wholesalers and distributors
to thousands of visitors from across
the Kingdom and neighbouring
countries, all with decision making
competence. This leading exhibition
has established a distinct reputation
with government, associations and
ministries in the Saudi power market.
Register here.

Project, ECA & Structured Finance Middle East
& Africa 2018
Date: 6th-7th November 2018

Project, ECA & Structured Finance
Middle East & Africa is the only
event to bring together over 600
senior executives from governments,
developers,
corporates,
GREs,
investors, ECAs & lenders to discuss
the region’s increasingly complex
funding requirements. The event is a
unique opportunity to gain exclusive
insights into the projects coming
to the market and to hear how
governments and corporations are
adapting their funding and financing
projects against a backdrop of oil
price volatility.
Register here.

The Big 5 Solar 2018

The Solar Energy Trade Mission in Egypt organized
by MESIA (Middle East Solar Industry Association) in
Partnership with Join Forces 4 Solar. This landmark
event will give you a complete outlook on the solar
market developments in Egypt.
The government has very ambitious target and
wants to get 42 percent of its energy sector powered
by renewables by 2025. Specially in the solar
industry, Egypt is now back at the front stage with
the world’s largest solar energy farm expected to
be completed next year in the Egyptian desert. The
$2.8-billion Benban complex is expected to generate
1.8-gigawatts of electricity, enough to power more
than 1 million homes.
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In addition to that, the Egyptian Electricity
Transmission Company is currently reviewing six
bids for the 200 MW Kom Ombo solar PV project
including two bids both of which were below the
$0.03 mark. Those are just the visible part of the
iceberg but a lot more is going on. Official from the
government will give you an overview of the key
growth sectors for solar in Egypt: Commercial roof
top sector, utility scale power plants, captive power
projects (hotels, large consumers,…
If you are interested to give your input or sponsor
this important and exclusive event, please
contact micheline@mesia.com

Date: 26th-29th November 2018
The Big 5 Solar 2018, a premier event
for the solar industry, returns for its
second year on November 26 – 29, 2018
at the Dubai World Trade Centre to
bring together hundreds of influential
decision makers and professionals
from local and international brands
for 4 days of business and networking
opportunities.
Register here.
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SHARE YOUR SUCCESS
Greencells (Mesia Member) Strengthens Position In Solar Pv Market
With Strategic Investment From Zahid Group

Future Energy East Africa
Date: 12th-13th September 2018
Location: Nairobi, Kenya

Future Energy East Africa has evolved from the
East African Power Industry Convention (EAPIC).
After years of close collaboration with utilities,
governments, regulators, large power users,
consultants and solution providers it has become
the number one power conference and exhibition
in East Africa and will take place from 12 – 13

5 August

September 2018 in Nairobi, Kenya. Over 45 suppliers
from across the world will not only exhibit their latest
technology and solutions but will be waiting to share
their experience, case studies and best practices
with you.
Register here.

East Africa Utilities Expo 2018

Date: 25th-27th September 2018
Location: Kenyatta International Convention Center, Nairobi, Kenya
East Africa Utilities Expo is an international
exhibition and conference designed to
provide a platform for professionals,
companies and stakeholders from the
power, water and waste management
sectors to take advantage of the fastincreasing number of business and
investment opportunities in the East Africa
region.

Greencells, one of the largest independent European
solution providers for solar photovoltaic (PV) power
plants, has concluded a strategic investment with
OMAS, a wholly-owned subsidiary of The Zahid
Group, a diversified Saudi Arabian conglomerate.

With the investment, OMAS has taken a 50% stake
in Greencells.
Read more.

How Many Chinese Module Suppliers Can Complete With Jinkosolar
(Mesia Member), Outside China?
17 July

It is also a venue for them to showcase their
products, services, knowledge and expertise
in order to help expand businesses, tap new
and existing markets, build new business
relationships and improve the trade and the
industries as a whole.

Since Chinese investments into major
cell and module facilities started – more
than 10 years ago – success ultimately has
been driven by overseas market-share
gains, above other technical or financial
benchmarks that otherwise would be
expected.

The event covers the power, water and
wastewater, and waste segments.

Read more.

Register here.
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WHO’S WHO

Ingeteam Awarded For 103 Mw Park In Jordan

Thomas Bauthier
Proposals engineer
CMI Solar

17 July
The German Clean Tech Institute (DCTI)
honours the largest, most innovative and
outstanding PV projects with the Global
Leading RES Award. Ingeteam, a global
inverter developer and manufacturer, has
installed a 103 MWp solar park in Jordan,
qualifying for the Largest Project category.

How did you start your journey in the solar industry?

Read more.

I started when I entered in CMI Solar, in their
headquarters in Liège, Belgium. This job gave me
the opportunity to take part in many challenging
projects in the renewable energy sector, and more
specifically in the Concentrated Solar Power industry.
I had the chance to travel to many faraway places to
meet our future customers, from Shanghai to Dubai.
What is your most memorable moment in Solar?

JinkoSolar Signs Solar Module Supply Agreement for the
Development of Southeast Asia’s Largest Solar Power Project
24 August

JinkoSolar, a global leader in the solar PV industry,
today announced that it has signed a 240MW
solar module supply agreement with Powerchina
Huadong Engineering Corporation Limitedfor the
second phase of the 420 MW Dau Tieng solar plant
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What are you doing?
As a proposal engineer, I am in charge of all technical
matters during the bidding stage of CMI Receivers
for Solar Towers. I work together with the Sales
Managers at every stage of the offer, from the first
contact with the customer to the contract signature.
The various aspects of my work include the
analysis of the customer specifications, the precise
assessment of all the weights and costs to perform
the job, the internal coordination with our technical
specialists and customer support during his bid.

I believe one of my most memorable moments is
the bidding stage of the 100 MW solar tower of the
DEWA IV project, for which we offered our Molten
Salt Receiver. This project is without any doubt the
most important of the CSP industry this year and
set the bar very high at many levels. Together with
the CMI Solar team, I followed it during more than 18
months, from the very beginning and through all the
exciting news that were released. This gave me the
chance to discuss with the technical experts of the
major players in the industry. A memorable time
indeed!
Visit the CMI Solar website here.

in Vietnam, which will become the largest solar
power project in Southeast Asia when completed.
Read more.
15

MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS

NEW MEMBERS

PARTNER MEMBER

Click here.

Trina Solar
Partner Member
trinasolar.com

As the world’s leading provider of smart solar
solutions, Trina Solar delivers PV products,
applications and services to promote global
sustainable development. Trina Solar continue to
push the PV industry forward by creating greater
grid parity of PV power and popularizing renewable
energy. Their mission is to boost global renewable

Click here.

energy development around the world for the benefit
of all of humanity. Trina Solar downstream business
includes solar PV project development, financing,
design, construction, operations & management and
one-stop system integration solutions for customers.

CORPORATE MEMBER

Leadsun

Corporate Member
leadsunglobal.com

Click here.
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Established in 2005, Leadsun is a globally recognized
provider and integrator of smart renewable energy
systems, specialising in a wide-range of Off-Grid
Intelligent LED street Light and Power solutions.With
more than 1000 successful projects implemented
worldwide, Leadsun’s distribution network covers
more than 100 countries, and serve all parts of the

globe with their state-of-the-art production facilities
in Zhuhai, China coupled with Design & Testing
facility located in Melbourne, Australia.
Leadsun continually strives to provide the most
up-to-date, cost-effective, sustainable and easy to
install solar powered lighting products. With its core
focus on technical innovation and quality.
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CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the
relevant board member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com
Chairman					
President					
Vice-President				
Secretary General 			
Marketing Director 			
Legal Director				
Research Director				
International Development Director

Abdul Aziz Al Midfa
Ahmed Nada 		
James Stewart 		
Wim Alen 			
Gurmeet Kaur 		
Derek Kirton 		
Waseem Qureshi		
Karel De Winter		

chairman@mesia.com
ahmed@mesia.com
james@mesia.com
wim@mesia.com
gurmeet@mesia.com
derek@mesia.com
waseem@mesia.com
karel@mesia.com

mesia.com

