JULY 2018

ACWA Power Prepares to Run 2 Solar Plants in Ouarzazate
Snapshot of the Month: CSP in the MENA Region
Algerian Government Approves 200 MW of PV Tenders
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Interview: North Africa Rises and Shines

UAE – Sharjah: SEWA, Solar Body Discuss Ties With MESIA

26 June

26 June

Recent reports are rife with the increasing number
of solar projects in Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia and
Algeria. Besides, each country is competing with the
other to build the biggest solar park in the world.
Technical Review Middle East spoke with Gurmeet
Kaur, Marketing & communication Director at

Middle East Solar Industry Association (MESIA), to
understand if the countries have the support to fulfil
their expectations.
Read the interview here.

KANAV DUGGAL: SNAPSHOT OF THE MONTH

is working under the directives of Sheikh Sultan
to provide excellent services to the citizens and
residents of Sharjah.
Read more.

SOLAR OUTLOOK REPORT FOR 2019: CALL FOR ACTION

CSP IN THE MENA REGION

Dear Members,

A key differentiator of CSP technologies,
when compared to solar photovoltaic
(PV) technologies, is that CSP plants have
the ability to store thermal energy, which
can be dispatched for later use. This is a
feature not available in standalone PV
plants, unless they are integrated with
batteries. Therefore, if the levelized costs
of electricity (LCOE) of PV and CSP are
compared side by side, the cost of battery
integration should be included in the cost
of PV to ensure a fair comparison of prices.

This is a call for action for anyone interested in helping contribute
content to the Annual Solar Outlook Report for 2019. We plan
to release the report around January 2019. As we are sure you
know, each year we seek out valuable insights from our members
which are then used as content in the Solar Outlook Report. As we
look to improve the report each year, our member contributions
are extremely valuable because they play a huge role in helping
us obtain the most relevant content, so we encourage as many
members as possible to contribute.

Read more.
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During the meeting, the two parties also discussed
the preparation of specialised programmes to
qualify future leaders in the industry and provide
support and guidance to them in order to expand
the use of solar energy.Dr. Al Leem said the authority

by Kanav Duggal
Research & Content
Manager
MESIA

Our Research and Content Manager, Kanav Duggal, is in charge
of the publication this year, so if you have not been in contact
with him already and would like to contribute, please contact him
at kanav@mesia.com as soon as possible.
Thank you!
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MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

Morocco: ACWA Power Prepares to Run 2 Solar Plants in Ouarzazate
4 June

Afghanistan: Tender for the Development of 5 MW Hybrid Solar
Project
12 June

The ministry said the tender will be conducted under
International Competitive Bidding (ICB) procedures.
Bidders shall include a bank statement, line of credit
or any other reputed document indicating their
financial status and ability to perform the $1.8 million
Saudi Arabia’s ACWA Power Group is putting the
finishing touches on the second and fourth stations
of the giant Noor Ouarzazate Solar Power Complex

before they are officially run in the coming days.
Read more.

contract, the Afghan government stated in the
document. Interested developers must submit their
bids by Jul. 20, 2018.
Read more.

Pakistan: World Bank Supports Regional Connectivity and
Renewable Energy
14 June

Algeria: The Government Approves 200 MW of PV Tenders
11 June
According to government-owned news portal, Portail
Algerien des Energies Renouvelables, of the planned
200 MW, around 150 MW will be tendered in the
frame of an international call, to which local private
and public entities will be entitled to participate in
consortia with foreign players, while another 50 MW
will be assigned to local state-owned power and gas
utility Sonelgaz for several off-grid hybrid gas/diesel
and solar projects.
Read more.
“The projects will address Sindh’s energy needs
through the generation of solar power benefitting the
entire province and support trade between Pakistan
and Afghanistan through regional connectivity and
private sector development along the Khyber Pass
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corridor,” said Illango Patchamuthu, World Bank
Country Director for Pakistan.
Read more.
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MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

UAE: Dubai Port Operator Plans ‘Largest’ Distributed Rooftop Solar
Project in Middle East

Iraq: Reliable & Clean Energy for The Refugee Camp Mam Rashan
18 June

6 June
Port operator DP World’s Jebel Ali Free
Zone (Jafza), a free economic zone at
the western end of Dubai, has launched
the UAE’s first green storage and
warehouse facilities and is set to install
88,000 PV modules across its Dubai
facilities’ rooftops.
Read more.

UAE: Dubai has 43.7 Mw Under Net Metering
4 June
The Dubai Electricity and Water
Authority (DEWA) has revealed there
are now 1,032 residential and commercial
buildings hosting a PV system under net
metering in Dubai, for a total capacity of
around 43.7 MW since the scheme was
launched in early 2015.
Read more.

Through the initiative of the non-profit organization
atmosfair gGmbH, Mam Rashan is now to be
provided with a 300 kWp PV-plant in combination
with an energy storage solution. Additionally, several
expert firms from the PV-industry support the

initiative through services and know-how transfer on
a donation basis. The PV-plant is to be commissioned
end of June 2018.
Read more.

Iraq: IRENA to Integrate Iraq’s New Solar Map into Global Atlas
27June

UAE: Dubai’s largest solar plant to host pilot storage project based
on NGK’s NAS Batteries
26 June
The Japanese provider will supply NAS
Battery Systems with a combined capacity
of 1.2 MW, and a storage capacity of 7.2
MWh. The batteries will serve Phase I of the
1 GW Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Solar Park.
Read more.

“Iraq has tremendous potential to develop its own
domestic renewable energy resources and its
government has identified solar development as a
06

clear, long-term priority,”
Read more.
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UPCOMING INDUSTRY EVENTS

WEBINARS

EIF 2018 – XI. International Energy Congress And Exhibition
Date: 8-9 November 2018
Location: Ankara, Turkey

Bifacial Modules – Verifying Quality and Power Output
Date: 5 July 2018

The global photovoltaic (PV) industry
is experiencing a boom of bifacial PV
modules. With an extra energy gain
from the rear side, bifacial PV modules
find themselves with versatile and
promising application possibilities in
many fields, from building integrated
photovoltaics (BIPV) to utility-scaled
power plants.
Register here.

Bifacial PV Modules
Date: 10 July 2018

EIF 2018 – XI. International Energy Congress and
Exhibition which is organized unders auspices
of Republic of Ministry of Energyand Natural
Resources,betweenthe dates of 8-9, November, 2018
in Ankara – Turkey by Global Energy Association
and Domino Exhibition Company. It’s planned to
hold an extensive business programme within the
represantatives of many national and international
companies,
academicians,
bureacrats
and

represantatives of non-govermental organizations
related the different various energy resources are
going to participate to the congress. EIF Congress
always take attenion from media and attending of
high-level speakers in the field of energy.
Register here.

Bifacial solar modules generate
electricity by capturing light from
both sides of the module. They
produce more energy and have a
lower degradation rate than standard
modules.
Bifacial
PV
promises
significant
LCOE
savings.
This
webinar looks at the pros and cons
of commercially available bifacial PV
technology.
Register here.

The Big 5 Solar 2018

Designing Bifacial PV Projects

Date: 26-29 November 2018
Location: Za’abeel Hall 6, Dubai World Trade Centre

Date: 11 July 2018

The Big 5 Solar 2018, a premier event
for the solar industry, returns for its
second year on November 26 – 29, 2018
at the Dubai World Trade Centre to
bring together hundreds of influential
decision makers and professionals
from local and international brands
for 4 days of business and networking
opportunities.
Register here.
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Bifacial solar modules promise major
performance improvements and lifecycle costs by capturing electricity on
both sides of the module. However,
project design approaches need
to be adapted to make the most of
this technology. This webinar looks
at how projects need to be planned,
designed, built and maintained to be
optimized for bifacial technology.
Register here.
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AN EYE ON AFRICA

SHARE YOUR SUCCESS
SirajPower (MESIA member) Inks Solar Deal With Landmark Group

Future Energy East Africa
Date: 12-13 September 2018
Location: Nairobi, Kenya

Future Energy East Africa has evolved from the
East African Power Industry Convention (EAPIC).
After years of close collaboration with utilities,
governments, regulators, large power users,
consultants and solution providers it has become
the number one power conference and exhibition
in East Africa and will take place from 12 – 13

11 June

September 2018 in Nairobi, Kenya. Over 45 suppliers
from across the world will not only exhibit their latest
technology and solutions but will be waiting to share
their experience, case studies and best practices
with you.
Register here.

East Africa Utilities Expo 2018

Date: 25-27 September 2018
Location: Kenyatta International Convention Center, Nairobi, Kenya
East Africa Utilities Expo is an international
exhibition and conference designed to
provide a platform for professionals,
companies and stakeholders from the
power, water and waste management
sectors to take advantage of the fastincreasing number of business and
investment opportunities in the East Africa
region.
It is also a venue for them to showcase their
products, services, knowledge and expertise
in order to help expand businesses, tap new
and existing markets, build new business
relationships and improve the trade and the
industries as a whole.
The event covers the power, water and
wastewater, and waste segments.

SirajPower will deliver 2.1 MW of solar energy to
Landmark’s Group warehouse facility located in
Dubai South, and help the company generate over
3.4 million KWH of clean energy annually resulting in

a reduction of the Group’s utility bills as well as their
carbon footprint.
Read more.

JinkoSolar (MESIA member) Signs 1.43 GW Supply Agreement with
sPower in the U.S.
7 June
JinkoSolar (U.S.) Inc. has entered into
a three-year agreement to supply
1.43GW of high efficiency modules to
sPower, a leading renewable energy
independent power producer.This major
supply agreement continues the strong
strategic relationship between JinkoSolar
and sPower.
To-date, JinkoSolar has
supplied over 800MW- approximately
2.5 million solar panels - for sPower’s
PV projects. The agreement includes
significant down payments, which will help
Jinko expand manufacturing capacity in
the United States and Asia.
Read more.

Register here.
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SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

WHO’S WHO

Antoine Poussard

Managing Partner MENA
Finergreen

Advisory, Project Finance and Strategic advisory
(e.g. bespoke financial models, market and strategic
reviews).
How did you start your journey in the solar industry?

What are you doing?

Arabian Industrial Gases and Yellow Door Energy (MESIA member)
Sign Solar Lease
6 June
Yellow Door Energy and Arabian Industrial Gases
have signed a 20-year lease to provide solar power
for Arabian Industrial Gases’ manufacturing facility
in Dubai Investments Park, Dubai. This is Yellow Door

Energy’s 10th solar lease in Dubai under the Shams
Dubai net metering scheme.
Read more.

Introducing the new PV Kit 2.0
S-5! has introduced a new and improved
PV Kit, boasting lower cost and installation
time for PV flush-mounting. The kit comes
preassembled with MidGrab or EdgeGrab
for easier and more efficient installation. A
single tool drives the top bolt, eliminating
several installation steps. The PV Kit 2.0
features more aggressive bonding teeth for
better grounding. Fewer lugs/ground wires
required.

I have spent almost all my career financing public and
private entities in utility, infrastructure and transport
sectors. My first contacts with the Middle East date
back in 2005 when my bank had the intention to set
a business up there. A few years later, I did open a
business, but somewhat different...
I’m now heading Finergreen MENA, the Middle East
and North Africa entity of Finergreen. Created in 2013,
Finergreen is a consulting firm which ambition is to
promote renewable energies (o/w solar, wind, hydro,
biomass) with a focus on strategic and financing
aspects: In total independence, we provide in-depth
knowledge and expertise to help Commercial and
Industrial (C&I) clients to make their green projects
come true.
Expert on this specific space, Finergreen MENA
has for main ambition to being a partner of choice
in the implementation of the regional government
renewable energy programs: More specifically, my
mission is to propose un-rivalled quality of services
articulated around a triple expertise on M&A

I have spent 15 years of my career as a Corporate
Banker within leading international financial
institutions. Though solar was part of the sectors I
covered, I have to recognise I was more impressed
by 80m-diameters rotors of 5MW turbines in wind
energy. I left my home country when solar became
a serious challenger in renewable energy though.
Relocating to the region of black gold has been a
trigger. I arrived approximately when HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum inaugurated
the first phase of the Dewa project, with a capacity
of (only!) 13MW PV. It was one of the largest
photovoltaic power generation projects in the MENA
region at that time. Since then, so much progress
has been made, and so has been my commitment to
that industry.
What is your most memorable moment in Solar?
Our business in the region is indeed mostly solar for
now, sector that Finergreen has been experiencing
since inception. I gained more experience in that
sector over the years but would say that my most
memorable moment has been when I have had
the opportunity to work as a potential financier on
the biggest CSP Project in the world. Through one
single transaction, developers have messed up all
the standards whether in terms of costs, technology,
dimensions etc. I now hope that these changes will
soon benefit to Finergreen’s core clients, the latter
being more moderate but extremely innovative.
Visit the Finergreen website here.

Read more.
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MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS

NEW CORPORATE MEMBER

Click here.

CESI

Corporate Member
www.cesi.it
CESI is an independent center of expertise and
a global provider of technical and engineering
services to customers throughout the energy value
chain, including business and technical consultancy,
engineering and operational support. CESI also act
as owner’s engineer and provide qualified third-party
opinions to power utilities worldwide. Through our

top-class modern testing facilities located in Milan,
Berlin (IPH GmbH) and Mannheim (FGH GmbH). CESI
is among the leading international organizations
providing measurements and inspection, testing &
certification and design review services to the global
power industry.

Click here.

Click here.

ib vogt

Corporate Member
www.ibvogt.com
ib vogt specialises in state-of-the-art solar project
development, construction and operation. Our
international clients receive complete turnkey
solutions – from development and planning to
construction and grid connection, O&M and asset
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management. They are a manufacturer-independent
integrated developer, focusing on tailor-made
solar power plant solutions that maximise lifecycle
performance and investor returns.
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CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the
relevant board member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com
Chairman					
President					
Vice-President				
Secretary General 			
Marketing Director 			
Legal Director				
Research Director				
International Development Director

Abdul Aziz Al Midfa
Ahmed Nada 		
James Stewart 		
Wim Alen 			
Gurmeet Kaur 		
Derek Kirton 		
Waseem Qureshi		
Karel De Winter		

chairman@mesia.com
ahmed@mesia.com
james@mesia.com
wim@mesia.com
gurmeet@mesia.com
derek@mesia.com
waseem@mesia.com
karel@mesia.com

mesia.com

