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Tunisia is expected this month to launch a tender
for the procurement of 1,000 MW of wind and solar
power, representing an investment of TND 2.5 billion
(USD 1.04bn/EUR 847m), Reuters reports, citing a

top government official.
Read more.
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MESIA IN THE NEWS

MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

KANAV DUGGAL: SNAPSHOT OF THE MONTH

JORDAN: Latest 200 MW Solar Tender Attracts 16 Technical Bids
13 April

by Kanav Duggal
Research & Content
Manager
MESIA
Read more.

UAE: ACWA Power Signed an EPC Contract with Shanghai Electric to
Develop 700 MW DEWA CSP Project
15 April

DEWA and ACWA Power, in collaboration with
Shanghai Electric, will undertake the 700 MW CSP
project in Dubai, the largest thermo-solar power
04

plant in the world.
Read more.

A total of 16 companies and consortia drawn from
Jordan, the MENA region, China and Europe have
this week filed official bids to build 200 MW of new
solar PV capacity in Jordan.

made under the third direct proposal stage for the
project, which will see four 50 MW solar plants
constructed in the country’s Maan Development
Zone.

The Jordanian government this week confirmed that
it is in the process of assessing the technical offers

Read more.
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MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

LEBANON: Targets to Develop 300 MW of PV with Battery Storage

UAE: ABB Technologies to Enable Expansion of Solar Park in Dubai

12 April

3 April
ABB has won an order worth more than
$90 million from Dubai Electricity and
Water Authority (DEWA), the leading
power utility in United Arab Emirates
(UAE), to build the Shams 400 kV
substation that will integrate solar
power from upcoming phases of the
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum solar
park into the city’s electrical grid.
Read more.

TURKEY: EBRD to Support 85MW Solar Project with $55 million
24 April

The Lebanese Centre for Energy Conservation is on
the lookout for solar project developers willing to
develop a total of three solar PV projects with 210
MW to 300 MW of battery energy storage systems at
various locations across Lebanon as selected by the
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developers. LCEC is expecting the projects to be on
the grid by 2019. The last day of EoI submission is
July 12, 2018.
Read more.

The European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD) aims to provide a long-term
senior debt financing of up to $55 million to finance
the construction of a 85 MW PV project owned by

Akfen Yenilenebilir Enerji in Turkey.
Read more.
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MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

GLOBAL: Solar PV Installations to Surpass 104GW in 2018
16 April

MENA: $260bn Investment Needed To Meet MENA Electricity
Demand Over The Next 5 Years
19 April

The Middle East and North African (MENA) region will
require $260bn of investment in the next five years
to meet rising and suppressed electricity demand,

a new report by the Arab Petroleum Investments
Corporation (APICORP) has revealed.
Read more.

JORDAN: Enviromena And TSK Inaugurate Country’s Largest
Solar Plant
30 April
The 103 MW »Quweira« PV power plant
is located in the south near Aqaba. Under
a 25-year power purchase agreement
(PPA) with Jordan’s Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources, 50/50 joint
venture partners Enviromena and TSK
completed the construction in 18 months.
Read more.
According to the latest Global Solar Demand
Monitor from GTM Research, installations will reach
104 gigawatts this year, representing 6 percent
annual growth. After that, annual installations will
easily exceed the 100-gigawatt milestone through
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at least 2022. The year-over-year growth is due in
part to geographic diversification, as the top four
markets are anticipated to collectively decline by 7
percent.
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UPCOMING MESIA EVENTS

UPCOMING MESIA EVENTS

Regional Premiere: Planet Power

Follow-up Event – Briefing & Networking Forum Saudi Arabia

Date: May 2nd – 7:00pm
Venue: IMAX, Mall of the Emirates, Dubai

Date: May 8, 2018 | 9.00 am – 4.00 pm
Venue: Sheraton Riyadh Hotel & Towers (Olaya), KSA

Premium Sponsor

“PLANET POWER” tells the story of electricity, from
the first spark created by man’s hand to the largest
power plants, the age of miracles to that of industry,
from Benjamin Franklin’s kite to Solar Impulse, the
first solar-powered plane capable of perpetual flight.
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Thus, it is also a story of pioneers, scientists and
inventors, one that began 200 years ago, driven by
innovation.
Book your seat.

Gold Sponsors

Following the great success story of the Renewable
Energy Trade Mission to KSA in October 2017, Middle
East Solar Industry Association and Joint Forces for
Solar are proud to return to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. The conference aims to bring together local
decision-makers including government authorities

Silver Sponsor

and key developers with international companies
from the solar industry to encourage the exchange
of ideas and expertise and pave the way for business
partnerships.
Read more.
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UPCOMING INDUSTRY EVENTS
7th World Conference on Photovoltaic Energy Conversion (WCPEC)

Date: 10-15 June 2018
Location: Hilton Waikoloa Village, Hawaii, USA

Construction & Operation of CSP
Towers with Molten Salt Storage

Best Practice on Operations and
Maintenance of CSP Projects

Tower projects with molten salt storage have taken
up the lion’s share of the Concentrated Solar Power
(CSP) projects announced in the past few months.
This webinar explores the evolution of this technology
from the original ‘Solar 1’ project, decades ago, to the
latest state-of-the-art technology developments.

This webinar looks in detail at the procedures for
O&M that CSP plant operators have learned over the
past 10 years of operation

Date: 15 May 2018
Location: Online Webinar

- Examine how to overcome the main challenges
when constructing and operating a CSP tower with
molten salt
- Focus on construction – Lessons learnt to optimize
the construction and commissioning of a CSP tower
plant with molten salts
- Predictive O&M for CSP tower plants – consider
the proven methods and techniques for predictive
maintenance to ensure your project lasts in perfect
condition beyond its expected lifetime

The IEEE Photovoltaic Specialist Conference is proud
to host the 7th edition of the World Conference on
Photovoltaic Energy Conversion (WCPEC-7). As it
has been a tradition for nearly a quarter of a century,
once every 4 years, three of world’s most prominent
international photovoltaic technical conferences, the
Photovoltaic Science and Engineering Conference
(PVSEC), the European Photovoltaic Solar Energy
Conference (EU PVSEC) and the IEEE Photovoltaic
Specialist Conference (IEEE PVSC) merge into
a global photovoltaic energy technical forum:
the World Conference on Photovoltaic Energy
Conversion. In 2018 the WCPEC-7, that combines
the 45th IEEE PVSC, the 28th PVSEC and the 34th
EU PVSEC, returns to the birth place of the World
Conferences and will be held June 10-15, 2018.

Date: 17 May 2018
Location: Online Webinar

- Equipment failure & replacement – understand the
challenges you are likely to find when dealing with
equipment
- Predictive maintenance – consider the proven
methods and techniques for predictive maintenance
to ensure your project performs optimally
- Extending the lifetime of your plant – learn what
checks and balances you can include in your O&M
protocol to ensure the best working order for your
project beyond the lifetime it has been designed for

Register here.

CSP Focus MENA 2018
Date: 27-28 June 2018
Location: Marrakech, Morocco

Register here.

Register here.

Concentrated Solar Heat (CSH) Solutions Available Today for
Carbon-Free Industrial Heat and Steam Generation
Date: 22 May 2018
Location: Online Webinar

This webinar looks into how CSH technology is
helping industrial players generate heat and steam
cleanly. In this webinar you will learn how CSH could
become a tool for companies to reduce their carbon
footprint, save on fuel and benefit from a green
supply chain.
- Practical case studies – hear how industrial
processes are benefitting from CSH already
- Consider whether solar is a better source of heat
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than fossil fuels today, considering how companies
are currently meeting their heat requirements
- Understand which industries can benefit from CSH,
including chemicals, food and beverage, mining,
textiles, oil production, dairy, laundries, wood
processing and many more
- Calculate the payback times for CSH projects
today and the expected accumulated fossil fuel
displacement over their lifecycle
Register here.

As the only commercial and professional gathering in
Middle East & North Africa region for CSP and solar
thermal domain, CSP Focus MENA 2018 provides the
most powerful and effective platform for all industry
players. Held during June 27-28 in Marrakech, CSP

Focus MENA 2018 will welcome 200 CSP and solar
thermal thought leaders from MENA and abroad.
Register here.
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AN EYE ON AFRICA

WHO’S WHO

Africa Energy Forum 2018
Date: 19-22 June 2018
Venue: Paradis & Dinarobin Beachcomber Hotel

MR. S. DURGAPRASAD

Co-Founder, Director and Chief Executive Officer
Bahwan Cybertek LLC

The Africa Energy Forum (AEF) is the global
investment meeting for Africa’s power, energy,
infrastructure and industrial sectors. Now in its 20th
year, AEF brings together senior decision-makers
active in Africa’s energy sector to form partnerships,
identify opportunities and collectively move the

industry forward. AEF has a loyal following of
credible players working in the power space, and
a track record of delivering a valuable networking
experience.
Register here.

North Africa Renewable Energy Summit 2018
Date: 9-10 May 2018
Location: Casablanca, Morocco
In North Africa, Morocco, Egypt, Algeria and Tunisia
enjoy huge renewable potential to be developed.
Under the support of Morocco Agency for Sustainable
Energy (MASEN), we are delighted to announce
that North Africa Renewable Energy Summit 2018
(NARES 2018) will be held in Casablanca, Morocco on
May 9th-10th, 2018. NARES 2018 will not only focus
on the Solar power and Wind power development
in North Africa, but also involve the energy storage
future application in the North Africa region. The
summit will attract more than 300 leaders to share
the latest progress of the renewable industry in
Northern Africa!
Register here.
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What are you doing?
Bahwan Cybertek LLC is a technology solutions
provider for the Wind, Solar, Logistics, Banking and
Oil & Gas industries and provide IP-led products,
growth accelerators, and innovative outcome-based
business models to drive digital transformation for
our customers. Our focus has, since our inception,
been on developing IP products that can help
solve complex problems in our focus industries
and thereby furthering our clients’ digital journeys.
We also have strong capabilities in the areas of Big
Data & Analytics, Mobility, Cloud and UX / UI. With
a focus on joint innovation, we have partnered with
leading global technology organizations such as
TIBCO, Oracle, IBM, Sigfox and Microsoft, to deliver
differentiated value to our customers. Through
our group entities, we also focus on Solar Project
Development as a pure IPP and undertake turnkey
Solar Projects.
How did you start your journey in the solar industry?
The growing demand of maximizing renewable
energy share in the electricity mix on a global level,
prompted us to extend our focus towards renewable
energy industry with our inhouse experience on
Analytics and group entities expertise on Project
Development. Very simply put, we wanted to help
the industry derive more from their investments in
Renewable assets. With our rich experience in asset
analytics and Project Development, we offered
solutions that were tailored to meet both, customer
requirement and the renewable energy industry
standards. Our solutions can deliver powerful
predictive tools that work with diverse data sources
in the renewables industry and their assets such

as turbines, solar cells, etc., to give highly relevant
actionable analytics. This not only helps in getting
more efficient in their operations, but also helps in
enhancing their ability to get better engagements
with O&M providers. This meant that, both from an
Design, Operations, and Commercial perspective,
we were able to provide a huge value proposition.
What is your most memorable moment in Solar?
The most memorable moment is when we recognized
the importance of offering robust solutions as a
core technology provider of predictive analytics
or Solutions combined with development and EPC
capabilities for the Renewables sector, particularly
Solar, that can potentially enhance operations,
improve productivity and decrease downtime. The
journey from conceptualization to launch of our
first products for the sector, has been especially
rewarding. This further helped us to develop the
entire suite of analytics solutions (Empower &
Enhance) for the Solar industry, making us one of the
most important technology vendors in the market,
that could potentially be a game-changer for Solar
companies.
Our Analytical solutions are built using Cuecent
RETINA – an innovative patent-pending and
proven predictive analytics platform - that to
help clients increase energy generation, improve
machine availability and identify asset performance
degradations, proactively. It is also noteworthy that
these solutions are OEM-agnostic and provides
critical insights for driving renewable business
operations.
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SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

Senegal Awarded Engie (MESIA Member)/Meridiam to Build Two
Utility Scale PV Projects Totaling 60MW
9 April

Senegal’s Electricity Sector Regulatory Commission
(CRSE) has awarded a consortium of Engie and
Meridiam as the winner under its Scaling Solar
program for both tendered projects with a total
capacity of 60 MW, based on ¢3.98/kWh for the
solar plant located in Touba and ¢3.80/kWh for the

Bifacial Solar Products Light New Pathway to Future PV
9 April

solar plant located in Kahone. In total, CRSE received
14 bids from 8 of the 13 qualified bidders for both
locations.
Read more.

Enviromena (MESIA member) to Install 1.34MW Solar Rooftop
System in Dubai
Relatively few experimental and academic studies
about bifacial p-type PERC cells have been published
to date. This paper looks at the experimental findings
from JinkoSolar’s large area, industry-grade bifacial

3 April

monocrystallinesilicon PERC (biPERC) cells.
Read more.

TÜV Rheinland (MESIA member) Exposes Inverter, Battery Hacking
Vulnerabilities
5 April
Testing from TÜV Rheinland has revealed
that PV inverters and battery storage
systems are vulnerable to hacking. By
changing system parameters, a hacker
could potentially cause a battery system
to corrode, “making it like a ‘bomb’.”
Read more.
Abu Dhabi-based Enviromena Power Systems, one
of the region’s leading clean energy companies, will
install a 1.34 megawatt peak (MWp) rooftop solar
photovoltaic (PV) system to power the facility of
Gulf Center for Soap & Chemical Industries (GCSCI)
in Dubai. Enviromena will install 4,126 solar PV panels
16

on the 400,000 square foot GCSCI facility located in
the Jebel Ali Industrial area.
Read more.
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NEW CORPORATE MEMBERS

TBEA

Corporate – China
en.tbeaenergy.com
TBEA is devoted to sharing the advanced electricity construction
experience of China with the world. The Company has provided
green technology and smart environment-friendly, stable and
efficient energy equipment to more than 60 countries and
supplied the turnkey project and systematic solutions from
survey to design, construction, installation and debugging and to
training, operation and maintenance to promote the construction
of green and efficient power supply and grid.

JUBAILI BROS
Corporate - UAE
jubailibros.com

Jubaili Bros is a member of Jubaili Group Holding which is
incorporated in Lebanon and manages several companies in
the Middle East, Africa and Asia. Jubaili Bros specializes in the
Electro-Mechanical field. Jubaili Bros roots go back to the 1940’s
with the Rajab Jubaili Establishment that started its operations
in the city of Sidon, Southern of Lebanon, and rapidly expanded
beyond Lebanon and became active in several Arab countries as
well as in Africa.

CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the
relevant board member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com

PINSENT MASON
Corporate - UAE
pinsentmasons.com

Pinsent Masons is a full service international law firm with offices
across Europe, the Middle East, Asia and Australia. They are focus
on the delivery of legal solutions to a number of sectors, including
the power and energy, real estate, infrastructure, retail, financial
services and health sectors. One of the primary objectives of this
approach is to ensure our lawyers understand the market and the
commercial issues facing our clients.
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